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Thoughts from the Presidents 

 
FILLING YOUR VESSEL 

 
Hello fellow UMW!  As I write this it is a very chilly 
March day here in Wilmington MA.  The sun is 
shining but the wind is whipping around and the 
air is biting cold.  A good day to be inside and 
staying warm.  I have been doing that a lot lately, 
staying inside, as have most of you I am guessing.  
COVID-19 has caused much disruption to our 
schedules and daily routines.  Our spring CE 
District meeting will be based on this issue and 
the isolation feelings that causes.  I hope you can 
join us, we will have a wonderful speaker and 
some music, activities and some discussion 
planned. Save the date:  April 24th 10am to noon 
please see the flyer in this newsletter for 
registration information. 
 
Working in mission while in quarantine has been 
very challenging.  I totally understand.  The 
feelings of isolation can be hard to beat.  I am 
reminded of the saying “you cannot serve from an 
empty vessel”.  There are many ways to help to fill 
your vessel.  Prayer is one, bible study another.  
Thankfully, we are blessed with the organization 
of the UMW to help us through these difficult 
times as well.  The UMW Reading Program offers 
a wide selection of books on various topics.  Each 
will educate you and expose you to new people 
and experiences.  Filling you up with God’s grace 
and love in action in this world of ours.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

‘Anchored, Adrift, Ashore” Acts 27:23-25  

I had the awesome opportunity to attend Leadership 
Development Days (LDD) this year.  The theme for 2021 
was “Anchored, Adrift, Ashore”, inviting us into the stormy 
waters of Acts 27 as Paul journeys toward Rome. From 
January 28-30, conference officers were spiritually uplifted 
by time worshipping together and set aside for wellness 
and renewal, and preparation to assume or continue 
leadership roles within United Methodist Women through 
officer training and workshops. During our time together, 
we had the opportunity to deepen our connections and 
share our work with members from all over the country.  A 
bonus of virtual meeting!  This was my first time attending 
LDD and although we met virtually, the program did not 
disappoint.  If you have ever attended Assembly or 
Jurisdictional meetings, you know where I am coming from 
when I say that the worship service and music were right 
on point!  Participants were encouraged to prepare for 
worship by spending time reading and meditating on Acts 
27 and to set up a home prayer space with guidance 
provided beforehand by the organizers.  I found the 
leaders, breakout session for presidents, and awareness of 
resources very helpful.   I have included some frequently 
asked questions that I hope you find helpful.  Stay safe and 
see you at our Spring Meeting! 

Always, 

Marie Wagner-Clarke 

CO-President   
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FILLING YOUR VESSEL (cont.) 

There is also Mission u, offered each year during 
the summer.  This will fill you with amazing 
fellowship, great worship as well as an engaging 
learning experience.  Some of the best worship 
services I have attended have been at UMW 
meetings/conventions.  The NE UMW 
Conference holds meetings twice a year as does 
this district.  You are always invited to attend any 
UMW meeting even if you do not belong to a 
UMW unit.  Some of these offerings happen 
once in a while.  However, others are more 
readily available.  You need to reach out and 
take them.  I do promise that they will help to fill 
your vessel and prepare you for your work in 
mission.  If you are curious about anything 
mentioned in this article please feel free to 
contact me or any member of our district team 
to answer any and all of your questions.    
 
Peace, 
Janice DiTullio 
Co-President 
 

 

Be sure to mail your 2021 Pledge to Mission 

to Jennifer Rajala your Commonwealth East 

District Treasurer.  Her mailing address is 

9 Felton Street, Saugus, MA 01906.  If you 

have any questions for Jennifer you can 

email her at leila040@comcast.net. 

 

mailto:leila040@comcast.net
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THE PURPOSE 

United Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose purpose is to 

know God and to experience freedom as 

whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 

and to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the 

church. 

 

WE NEED YOU TO REGISTER! 
 
 

There are some exciting opportunities happening for 
the New England Conference!  The first is a reminder 
that our unit survey is due on March 30. 
 
The survey can be accessed by going 
to https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census202
0 This survey is very important to ensure that all of our 
New England voices are heard.  Historically, our 
numbers are not accurate due to lack of participation 
in the survey and I know that we have more New 
England UMW members than are registered with the 
National UMW.  
 
We are asking EACH member of a unit to register.  
Thank you for your assistance in this critical matter. 
 
 

IT’S ALL IN 

THE NAME! 
We are still in need of a name for our 

district newsletter.  The NE UMW 

Conference has Mission Trees, the old 

Central MA used Legacy.  We need to 

come up with a name that speaks to our 

bold, forward progressing actions as well 

as standing true to our beloved and 

glorious past.  Send all your 

recommendations to jdjhd@aol.com and 

watch to see what the final choice will be! 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020
mailto:jdjhd@aol.com


 

 

 

 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 
Hi.  My name is Judy Rachdorf, and I am your Program 
Resources person - new to some of you, familiar to 
members originally from Central Mass.  I look forward to 
serving in this capacity and hope I can influence many of 
you to participate in our Reading Program. 
 
 We have a list of new and exciting books for 2021. These 
are all wonderful books that have been checked out and 
approved for content and educational value in one or 
more of our five areas of study:  Education for Mission, 
Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Leadership Development, 
and Nurturing for Community. 
 
I encourage everyone to look over the new book list and 
consider reading at least one (who knows - you might get 
"hooked" and want to read more).  Books from previous 
years count too. Children's and youth books also count 
(make note if you read to your children or grandchildren).  
If you participated in the COVID version of Mission U, the 
study book "Finding Peace in an Anxious World" is a 
bonus book and counts twice.   
Believe it or not, summer is coming.  Great time to sit 
under a shade tree (or a beach umbrella) and read a good 
book.    Books also make great gifts.  Check out the list of 
children's books especially.  Remember, you get credit for 
reading them with or to your children/grandchildren. 
 
You can find all the information for the Reading Program, 
including book lists for 2021 and previous years at: 
unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 
 
To read articles from (or to subscribe) Response 
Magazine 
 
 unitedmethodistwomen.org/response 
 
Where to get books: 
 
   Many churches have their own small libraries; Local 
libraries have many of the books; christianbooks.com and 
other online retailers, local bookstores (check to be sure 
they are open).  Amazon: If you order from them, go to 
smile.Amazon.com and select United Methodist Women 
as your charitable organization.  For all eligible purchases 
Amazon will donate 0.5% to United Methodist Women. 
 
 
 

Important Dates to 
Remember 

 
The NE UMW Conference is offering a 2-
day free workshop for all UMW.   
 
RECIPE FOR SUCCESS and the dates 
are: 

April 17th  
June 5th  

 
It is via zoom, starts at 9am and is for all 

women who have a passion for mission 
and want to learn more about UMW.  It’s 
a way for us to connect more often about 
Mission in New England.  Look for more 
info in the March Mission Tree 
newsletter. 
 
 
Fall NE UMW Conference gathering to be 
held in Brunswick Maine!  This is 
currently planned as an IN-PERSON 
meeting.  Oh how wonderful to be able to 
meet in person again!  The date is 
October 23rd and a topic is currently 
being chosen.   
 
March 23rd is the UMW Day of Giving.  
Please look for more information in this 
newsletter. 
 
March 30, 2021 – Last day to complete 
the survey and register as a UMW!   
 
Commonwealth East spring meeting date 
is April 24th 10-12pm.  Please look for 
more information in this newsletter. 
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Program resources (cont.) 

I will close with the book jacket notes from my favorite 
book (so far) from the 2020 list: "When Others 
Shuddered - Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up" by 
Jamie Janosz. 
"Travel back in time to turn-of-the-century" America. 
Skirts trailed the floor, hats were a must, and corsets 
were commonplace. People traveled by horse and 
carriage, locomotives or ship. The first skyscrapers were 
built. The World's Fair arrived in Chicago. 
Life was swiftly changing in the United States, but for 
most, it was also difficult. Men and women flooded the 
cities in a desperate search for work. Former slaves fled 
north seeking freedom and education. Crime began to 
rise as brothels and saloons became commonplace in 
American cities. 
It was in this world that Fanny Crosby, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah Dunn Clarke, Emma 
Dryer, Virginia Asher, Evangeline Booth and Amanda 
Berry Smith lived and worked and served.  They were 
ordinary women called to serve God. They followed His 
leading, risking their own safety and reputation. In doing 
so, they changed the world forever. 
 
These stories of eight historic, faithful women will 
change your life as well as you see what God can do 
through the willing hearts of ordinary women." 
I highly recommend this book! 
 
Wishing you all good reading and God's blessings as we 
move on into a changed and changing world. 
 
 
Judy Rachdorf 
Program Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

UMW Interpretation & Education 

Marta E. Rodriguez 

Holbrook UMC 

 

Dear CE United Methodist Women, 

 

Part of my responsibilities is to Inform and promote mission giving and mission education opportunities 

within United Methodist Women. 

Did you know that your donations and pledges make a difference? 

As United Methodist Women we have the opportunity to make a difference in local communities, nationally 

and globally to benefit women, children and youth.  

This is accomplished through Mission Giving. You can make it part of your meeting and share with your 

local units about the 5 channels to mission giving and where the monies go. 

• Pledge to Mission is what a woman gives to her local unit. This is your pledge. 

• Special Mission Recognition is a set amount of money for mission given by an individual or a local unit 

to honor any person. Recognition is a good thing!  

• Gift to Mission honors someone with a contribution of $5.00 or more for mission. A card maybe sent as a 

gift to the honoree “Congratulations”, “Thank you”, “in the Service of Christ”, or maybe a new baby or 

“Happy Birthday”.  It is a gift. Who doesn’t love gifts? 

• Gift in Memory is a gift of $5.00 or more that honors the memory of someone special. A card is sent to 

the family of that special person who is now in Heaven. A gift to their memory. 

• World Thank Offering are spontaneous gifts given out of gratitude for God’s abundance.  

Thank offerings are usually collected in the fall by the local unit in a special service of thanksgiving. Thanks 

be to God. 

As a reminder  Please have your district units start thinking of  the Mission Today form for this year. 

It’s due in December, but it’s a good idea to start early. 

Here’s the link for more information on Mission Giving: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads/mission-giving-five-channels-of-mission-giving.pdf 

Also as starting point in Mission Giving you can refer to the Pledge Services link which provides 

inspirational services to set the tone for meaningful commitment to support United Methodist Women 

locally, nationally and globally.  

Here’s the link for Pledge Services:  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/worship-services-and-resources/pledge-services 

Hope this will help explain how the monies are given, pledged and where the monies go in Mission.   

Many thanks to Heather Busa, Education and Interpretation Coordinator for our New England Conference, 

who reached out to those of us that have the position of district Education and Interpretation Coordinator.  

To all UMW women keep praying and stay safe. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Marta 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads/mission-giving-five-channels-of-mission-giving.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/worship-services-and-resources/pledge-services


 

 continued 

Our Year of Hope 

  
Our Year of Hope 

  

Day of Giving Facebook Live Event 
  
Help us spread the word in your conferences! 

  
On United Methodist Women’s Day of Giving, March 23rd, 2021, you can ensure that future generations of 
women can continue our vital legacy by giving to The Legacy Endowment Fund.  This year our theme is “Our Year 
of Hope” and, for the first time, we will have a very special 6-hour Live Day of Giving Facebook 
Event. Programming was specifically chosen to cover the full breath of our work as United Methodist 
Women.  Viewers will be able to watch panelist discussions, specialists on justice issues, uplifting speakers, 
meaningful worship, live music and much, much more!  
  
Invite your friends and join us March 23rd on Facebook at 9:30 am EST and stay with us throughout the 
day to experience meaningful connections to your donations at work. https://fb.me/e/5239OmCSO 
  
During this worldwide pandemic, we ask you to join us in looking toward the future with hope and contribute to The 
Legacy Endowment Fund. Any amount is welcome before, during and after Day of Giving March 23, 2021, Our 
Year of Hope! 

   
Give:  

Online at: unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund  

• By phone: 800-278-7771 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST, M-F).  

• Mail check to:  

United Methodist Women  
Attn: Development, Legacy Fund   
475 Riverside Drive, 15th floor, New York, NY 10115  
(Please include “Day of giving” in memo) 

• Or Text “Legacy 150” to 41444 on your mobile device  

  With appreciation, 
Kenya  
 
Kenya Roberts, CFRE 
Executive for Development Management 
United Methodist Women, national office 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10115 
M:(646) 954-9060 
O:(212) 870-3845 | kroberts@unitedmethodistwomen.org 
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

2021 Day of Giving is March 23rd! 
  
United Methodist Women, turning faith, hope and love into action  
for women, children and youth for 150 years. Click here to see how! 
  

 

https://fb.me/e/5239OmCSO
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
mailto:kroberts@unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacystories


 

COMMONWEALTH EAST EXECUTIVE TEAM 

 

CO- President:   Janice DiTullio 
  Wilmington United Methodist Church 
  978-658-8255   jdjhd@aol.com 
CO-President:   Marie Wagner-Clarke  
  Greenwood Memorial UMC – Dorchester 
  617-697-6479   mrsmwclarke@gmail.com 
Treasurer:   Jennifer Rajala 
  East Saugus United Methodist Church 
  Phone: 781-231-1487  leila0430@comcast.net 
Secretary       Position open 

Nominations Chairperson     Position open 

 
Spiritual Growth:     Gloria Barzey-Riley  
  Parkway United Methodist Church – Milton  
  617-869-9687   esa.griley@gmail.com 
Education & Interpretation: Marta E. Rodriguez 
  Holbrook United Methodist Church  
  617-763-2212   martae.rodriguez@gmail.com 
Social Action:   Joan Joyce 
  East Saugus United Methodist Church 
  617-686-5526   jojoy0225@yahoo.com 
Cooper Representative:  Betty Lew 
  Community United Methodist Church - Brighton 
  617-735-7449   betlew35@icloud.com 
Program Resources:  Judith Rachdorf 
  Wilmington United Methodist Church  
  978-658-2372  jrachdorf@verizon.net 
Program Support:   Ginger Livingstone 
  Community United Methodist Church - Wayland 
  508-653-0577   gliving3@gmail.com  
 
Committee on Nominations     Positions open (at least 3) 
Communication       Position open 
 
 

 

 

 

For additional information: unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 

 

mailto:jdjhd@aol.com
mailto:mrsmwclarke@gmail.com
mailto:leila0430@comcast.net
mailto:esa.griley@gmail.com
mailto:martae.rodriguez@gmail.com
mailto:jojoy0225@yahoo.com
mailto:betlew35@icloud.com
mailto:jrachdorf@verizon.net
mailto:gliving3@gmail.com


Commonwealth East District – Spring Gathering 

April 24, 2021 

10am – 12pm 
 

TOPIC:  Our Mental Health – dealing with isolation during 
COVID-19 

Speaker: Jennifer Weaver-Breitenbecher MA, CAGS, LMHC 

 
This is a free virtual meeting via Zoom.  You will need to register for the meeting and a link 

will be emailed to you a few days prior to the meeting.  To Register:    please email Marta 
Rodriguez @ martae.rodriguez@gmail.com by April 15th.   

 

 
There is a creative meditation planned where you will need to bring some crayons, or 

colored pencils or colored markers your choice.  You will find a coloring page provided for 
you in the newsletter.  You can also color a picture of your choosing.  Whatever you are 
most comfortable with.  It is an exercise in relaxation. 

                                                        
 
 
We will not have an ingathering for this meeting.  We are suggesting a donation which will 
be applied to our CE district Mission Giving Pledge.  Please mail your donation to:   
Jennifer Rajala, 9 Felton Street, Saugus, MA 01906.  Thank you in advance for your 

continued support. 

  

We will also be awarding the 2020 
 

 5-Star Giving Awards 
Reading Awards 

& Mission Today Awards  
 

 

     

 

mailto:martae.rodriguez@gmail.com


2021 Requirements for a Mission Today Organization   
      
Gold Group----------          Complete 8 of the top 13 and another 8 from those numbered 14-25.            
Silver Group---------          Complete 6 of the top 13 and another 6 from those numbered 14-25     

Bronze Group--------           Complete 4 of the top 13 and another 4 from those numbered 14-25 

  
__1.  Conduct a program that addresses one of the two 2021-2024 Social Justice Priorities: Climate Justice with particular focus on Just 
Energy 4 All campaign or Mass Incarceration/Criminalization of communities of Color, with a particular focus on the interrupting School to 
Prison Pipeline campaign. 

__2.  Conduct a Mission U study or have at least one member attend Mission U. 

__3.  Promote Mission U and offer scholarships for attendees. 

__4.  Contribute funds to be a 5 Star Group (give to all five areas of Mission Giving). 

__ 5.  Add at least two new members to your membership rolls. 

__ 6. Plan a Spiritual Retreat or Day Apart for the local women or participate in such event. 

__ 7. Conduct a program or implement the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way during the year. 

__ 8 Promote our history and support the Legacy Fund. 

__ 9. Support financially/in-kind to Hattie B. Cooper Community Center 

__ 10.   Use the Prayer Calendar at each meeting and pray for those in mission. 

__ 11.   Include a “Response Moment” at each meeting, or an article from Response used to” tell the mission story”. 

__ 12.   Read or sing the United Methodist Women’s Purpose at each meeting. 

__ 13.   The group will make and contribute a pledge to mission. 

  

  

__14.  Have at least 2 members (other than a dist. or conf. officer) attend the NECUMW Annual Mtg. 

__15.  Plan and participate in a United Methodist Women’s Sunday.  

__16.  Have at least 1 member join the UM Women’s Action Network and respond to 3 legislative issues.  

__17.  Correspond with five (5) persons listed in the Prayer Calendar. 

__18.  Co-sponsor with the local church a Children’s Sabbath (information at Children’s Defense Fund) 

__19.  Have at least three women participate in the Reading Program. 

__20.  Have at least two members subscribe to Response Magazine. 

__21.  Have at least two people attend a District meeting (not including District or Conference officers). 

__22.  Have at least 2 women volunteer at a local Food Bank, Feeding program, Women’s shelter etc. that support     women and children. 

__23.  Use at least two programs or themes from the Program Book for your group meetings. 

__24.  Make available scholarships to Mission U for young women ages 12-25  
__25.  Conduct a meeting in which two books from the Reading Plan are reviewed and/or discussed by a group. 
  
Throughout the year check off completed requirements and send this completed form to:                                                                 
By December 31.  
  

 Signed   ________________________ (Your District E&I Coordinator) 

  

Church name       ____________________Local group President’s name_________________________ 

  

Location of Church  __________________________Submitted by_____________________________ 

                                                                                                      (District E&I Coordinator) 

 
  



 


