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I would like to share a few words with you about the 
impact that the Christmas donations for the UMEM 
Christmas Shop made on dozens of families in 
Western Maine.  Thanks to the generosity of many 
churches and individual donors this Christmas, the 
UMEM served 64 families; which included 154 
children at the Christmas Shop. The UMEM also 
packaged 140 Christmas food baskets for local food 
insecure families. The toys, snow pants, creative gift 

bags, coloring books, and coats were a hit with the children and their caregivers. 
 
 
This story was provided by Amanda, one of the UMEM staff members at the Salem ministry 
location.  This year Amanda managed the scheduling of families and worked directly with them 
while they visited the shop.  She wrote, “One of the clients who came 
to the shop was the grandmother of three children who were just 
placed in her home by DHHS right before Christmas. She was unsure 
how she was going to provide them with a Christmas at such short 
notice.” Amanda convinced her to schedule an appointment with the 
UMEM Christmas Shop to find gifts for the children. She noted that, 
“while at UMEM picking out gifts I could see she was having a bit of a 
hard time choosing items, so I chatted with her and got to know a bit 
about the children and then I helped her pick out gifts. The items she 
found turned out to be perfect for the kids.”   
 

http://www.umeconomicministry.com/


In conveying this story of just one family of the dozens that shopped at the Salem Christmas 
Shop, Amanda gives us an indication of the impact that the UMEM has on the local community.  
As Rev. Michele St. Cyr, the UMEM Executive Director, recently said, “Most of the folks who 
work, volunteer, or shop at the UMEM do not attend church.  For them, UMEM is their church.  
The UMEM may be the one place where they see Christ at work in their lives and in their 
community.” Stories like these remind us of the true meaning of Christmas, and how your 
unconditional generosity can bring a bit of joy for some of our neighbors in need.  
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the United Methodist Economic Ministry, I 
would like to thank you for your support to the UMEM this past Christmas and throughout the 
year.  Your prayers and support allow the UMEM to continue to keep our neighbors in rural 
Maine warmer, safer, and drier; and your kindness reminds them that they are loved.    
 
 
 


