
Clergy Transition Revised Guidelines during COVID-19 

Moving your household is a major undertaking in any circumstances. Moving your household and 

appointment during current circumstances may feel daunting.  As July 1, 2020 draws nearer, the NEAC 

Cabinet encourages you to make time daily to rest in God’s grace, taking a deep breathe, and to place 

your moving work among your priorities. 

Moving Date: remains July 1 

Moving safety: work with your mover so that you know what safety precautions are 

recommended/required  

Cleaning: the local church as always is responsible for cleaning the parsonage between moves. Please 

make sure that you are following the CDC guidelines (See next page) to clean and disinfect the office and 

parsonage prior to the arrival of the incoming pastor/family 

Quarantine: each state may be in a different phase of re-entry and stay-at-home restrictions. Please 

follow all the state guidelines for your area. If a pastor is required to quarantine, honor that. The SPRC 

should assist with meal delivery and groceries during this time.  

Worship planning/technical details: prior to June 15, the outgoing and incoming pastor shall work on a 

worship transition plan in coordination with the local church worship leadership. As remote worship is 

likely to continue, all technical details of how to continue this without interruption to the local church 

should be considered. Does the incoming pastor have the skills and equipment needed? Are there 

account membership/passwords, etc. that need to be transferred? Does the church need to purchase 

new equipment for recording/livestreaming/etc? Please make sure that all these details are worked out 

prior to the move or June 15, whichever is earliest. 

Interim worship: as much as is possible, it is expected that the incoming pastor will have 2 Sundays 

away from preaching. The last Sunday in June and the first Sunday in July. Since we will likely still be 

worshipping remotely in most churches, members of the cabinet and district lay leaders will record 

sermons that can be used for these 2 Sundays. We encourage local laity to also preach and lead worship 

as much as possible. 

Passing the Mantle: each church should utilize a liturgy for passing the mantle to the next pastor and we 
encourage use of remote technology to make this happen. There are liturgies in the Book of Worship  

‘An Order of Farewell to a Pastor’ on #598. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/an-order-of-farewell-to-a-pastor-or-deacon 

 ‘An Order for the Celebration of an Appointment’ on #595. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/an-order-for-the-celebration-of-an-appointment 

and we also offer an alternative service (attached), written by one of our clergy. These may be used or 

adapted for your context. We also encourage you to plan for a time when the outgoing pastor may 

return (when it is safe to do so), so that you can have an in-person farewell celebration for the 

pastor/family.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/an-order-of-farewell-to-a-pastor-or-deacon
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/an-order-for-the-celebration-of-an-appointment


Special Services: under normal circumstances, our clergy covenant prohibits the outgoing pastor from 

returning for pastoral leadership after July 1. Given the unique challenges of COVID-19, we recommend 

that the partnership in ministry inherent in our clergy covenant be modeled by new pastors inviting 

former pastors to return to participate in certain funerals, weddings, confirmations, and baptisms, when 

safe to do so, will work in partnership with the incoming pastor. The appointed pastor will be the 

presiding officiant, and the former pastor assisting. This arrangement will be permissible through 

December 31, 2020, after which time we return to standard interpretations of the clergy covenant.  

 

  



Guidelines for Cleaning the Parsonage During a 
Pandemic  (from CDC.gov) 

How to clean and disinfect: 

Hard (Non-porous) Surfaces 

·         Wear disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecting surfaces. Gloves 

should be discarded after each cleaning. If reusable gloves are used, those 

gloves should be dedicated for cleaning and disinfection of surfaces for COVID-

19 and should not be used for other purposes. Consult the manufacturer’s 

instructions for cleaning and disinfection products used. Clean 

hands immediately after gloves are removed. 

·         If surfaces are dirty, they should be cleaned using a detergent or soap and 

water prior to disinfection. 

·         For disinfection, most common EPA-registered household disinfectants 

should be effective. 

§ Additionally, diluted household bleach solutions can be used if 

appropriate for the surface. Follow manufacturer’s instructions for 

application, ensuring a contact time of at least 1 minute, and allowing 

proper ventilation during and after application. Check to ensure the 

product is not past its expiration date. Never mix household bleach with 

ammonia or any other cleanser. Unexpired household bleach will be 

effective against coronaviruses when properly diluted. 

§ Prepare a bleach solution by mixing: 

o    5 tablespoons (1/3rd cup) bleach per gallon of water or 

o    4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water 

Soft (Porous) Surfaces 

·         For soft (porous) surfaces such as carpeted floor, rugs, and drapes, clean 

with appropriate cleaners indicated for use on these surfaces. 

·         Launder items as appropriate in accordance with the manufacturer’s 

instructions. If possible, launder items using the warmest appropriate water 

setting for the items and dry items completely. 

·         Mattresses can be sprayed with alcohol to disinfect them.  Once sprayed, 

let them air dry. 

  

Electronics 

·         For electronics such as cell phones, tablets, touch screens, remote 

controls, and keyboards: 

§ Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and disinfection 

products. 

§ Consider use of wipeable covers for electronics. 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html


§ If no manufacturer guidance is available, consider the use of alcohol-

based wipes or sprays containing at least 70% alcohol to disinfect touch 

screens. Dry surfaces thoroughly to avoid pooling of liquids. 

  

HVAC Sanitizing Guidelines (from Certified Mechanical Inc VP of HVAC Services, 

Cleveland, NC) 

It is important to know that the only thing that comes in contact from outside air are 

the coils behind the filter. Below are the steps to take to ensure that your system is 

properly sanitized: 

·         Turn system OFF (make sure that the compressor has stopped running 

before proceeding) 

·         Remove the old filter 

·         Lightly spray the coils down with a bleach solution or Lysol (DO NOT 

SATURATE; coil saturation will overpower the system and release the smell of 

your solution throughout the home) 

·         Leave the solution on for 30 minutes 

·         Install a new air filter 

·         Turn the system back on. 

  

  



A Special Welcome and Blessing 

At the Time of Pastoral Transition 

  

by Rev. Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

  

  

Departing Pastor:  People of church name, I ask for your prayers as I prepare to 

leave this place, that I may depart with grace, in love and 

gratitude, and that I may enter my new place of ministry with 

humility, wisdom and confidence in God. 

  

Congregation:         We hold you in our prayers. 

  

Incoming Pastor:    I ask for your prayers as I prepare to come to this place, that I 

may leave where I am with grace, love and gratitude, and 

enter into ministry with you with humility, wisdom and 

confidence in God. 

             

Congregation:         We hold you in our prayers. 

  

(A symbolic gift like a stole can be offered by the departing pastor 

to the incoming pastor either in person or virtually.) 

  

Departing Pastor:   Pray for one another, that you may go on this journey in grace 

and faith. 

  

Congregation:         God, help us to travel together with Christ, in love and trust.  

Help us to welcome the future with grace, and to bring to this 



new day all the gifts you have given us to serve, to bless and 

to rejoice. 

  

Pastors Together:  God bless us all, as we die and rise with Christ. 

  

All:                              God bless us all, as we are born anew by the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

  

  

Hymn                                                             “The Servant Song”                                    

FWS # 2222 

(or a similar hymn of mutual blessing) 

 


