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Work of the 

WFMS extends 

into urban 

Boston



1.  Woman’s Home Missionary 

Society – 1881

2.  East Boston Immigrants 

Home – 1888

3.  New England Deaconess 

Association - 1889 



Organizational

meeting of the 

New England                        

branch of the 

Woman’s Home Missionary 

Society (WHMS) took place on 

June 1, 1881 



East Boston Immigrants Home

established in 1888

Rev. Daniel Sorlin, pastor of the 

Swedish church in Boston 

approached Rev. Varnum A. Cooper 

and his wife, Elizabeth F.K. Cooper 

re:  need for services for female 

immigrants arriving daily at the 

Boston wharves



Elizabeth F. K. Cooper            Rev. Varnum A. Cooper



A House was rented at No.10 

Haynes Street and opened on 

May 15, 1888.  

It’s seven lodging-room and 

reception-room were furnished 

by the auxiliaries of the WHMS 

in and around Boston.



Mrs. Amanda C.

Clark was hired as

missionary to meet

all of the incoming

steamers and greet

all of the women and

children and determine

who might be in need

of assistance.  144 were

cared for in first six months.



First Immigrants Home                      

located at 72-74 Marginal 

Way to “watch over, care  

for and provide a 

temporary home for 

female immigrants; to 

furnish them with 

industrial training , 

provide a day nursery and temperance 

restaurant and care for orphan and 

destitute child of immigrants.”



1910/11 – Need arose for a larger 

facility for the Immigrant Home

Both Rev. Varnum A. Cooper and his 

daughter, Hattie B. Cooper, served 

on the Building Committee.  Hattie 

was the Treasurer and served as 

Treasurer of the Home for many 

years.



Memorial window

in memory of Mrs. 

Elizabeth F.K. Cooper, 

placed at Home for 

Little Wanderers in 

1910.  Mrs. Cooper 

had died in 1894. 



New Immigrants

Home – built in 1912.  

Rev. Cooper laid the 

cornerstone when 

the construction

began.



In 1913, on the occasion of the Silver 

Jubilee of Amanda Clark’s superintendency, 

the Boston Globe reported that:

- members of the society have met at 

steamers or trains 2017 persons,

- the home cared for 20,922 immigrants;

- the lodgings furnished are 67, 661;

- the number of meals served, 338,424;

- the society has helped in a financial way 

23, 774.



The Immigrants Home closed in 

1931 when the need 

substantially decreased as a 

result of the Great Depression.

Amanda C. Clark died in 1936 

and the Woman’s Home 

Missionary Society seems to 

have erected a cemetery stone 

for her and two deaconesses 

who served the Home.



New England Deaconess Home and 

Training School

- Isabella Thoburn

presented petitions to 1888

General Conference to establish

the office of the Deaconess

- 1889 New England Conference

appointed a Commission to over-

see the work of establishing a 

Deaconess Training School; they joined forces

with the WHMS for a Deaconess Home, as well.



- Property purchased at 

43 East Chester Park 

(now 693 Massachusetts

Ave)

- Harriet Fairfield Warren and Emma 

Watkins were  the first two female 

Trustees; Harriet Warren and Eliza 

Flanders were on the Board of 

Managers along with Rev. T.C. Watkins;

- Isabella Thoburn gave an address at 

opening inNovember, 1889;



Rev. T.C. 

Watkins           Watkins window

and               in its new home,

his wife, Emma     Concord, MA

Hadley Watkins



Mary Lunn became 

the first 

Superintendent 

of the Deaconess 

Home and Training 

Center



The Deaconess Hospital 

was established in 1896 

in the building adjacent 

to the Home and Mary 

Lunn became 

Superintendent of the 

Hospital, as well.



In 1901, the Deaconess Home and 

Training School was reincorporated 

as the New England Deaconess 

Association , incorporating the Home, 

the Training School and the Hospital.

Mary E. Lunn left as Superintendent 

that same year, as well.



The Deaconess 

Home continues 

today, as 

Deaconess 

Abundant Life 

Communities, 

based in Concord, 

MA, with five other 

locations. 



The Deaconess

Training School 

eventually moved to 

rented quarters and 

merged with Boston 

University

School of Religious

Education in 

1918.



A new hospital 

was dedicated 

in 1905.  Today 

the hospital 

continues as a 

part of Beth 

Israel 

Deaconess 

Hospital .



Hull Street Medical Mission

- established by Harriet J. Cooke in 

late 1893, from the University 

Settlement House located in the 

North End of Boston

- ministered to Jews, Russians, 

Italians and Portuguese

- became the first medical mission 

of the WHMS, when it assumed 

oversight in 1895 



From the 1897 Methodist Year Book:

- 4,000 received medical care

- A visiting nurse made home visits

- Religious services were held

- Material and spiritual aid offered 

to many different nationalities



- Clara Organ, one of 

the first two deaconesses 

to be consecrated by the 

New England Deaconess 

Home and Training 

Center, established a 

sewing school and made 

home visits to the mostly 

Russian and Polish Jews 

living in the area .



In 1902 a new building 

was opened with:

- 10 resident workers

- 7 physicians

- 7820 prescriptions 

given  previous year

- 7000 patients seen



- Harriet Cooke resigned in 1907 after 14 

years as Superintendent 

- She was replaced two years later by 

Mary Bradford Taylor, who served for 10 

years

- In 1914 she reported 15 physicians, a 

head nurse and 3 student nurses, and 

nine residents in the building

- 16,203 treatments, 278 operations,

169 obstetrical cases, 3,860 home visits



It is not clear just when the 

Medical Mission ceased to 

function; however, 

the Hartford Courant for 

October 10, 1953 reported that 

the WSCS in Durham, CT, was 

preparing medical dressings for 

the Hull Street Mission.



Hattie B. Cooper Community Center

- Mrs. Edith Scott, wife of the Rev. Albert

Scott, pastor of the Fourth Methodist Church, 

Boston (the only African American ME 

church in Boston) began providing 

activities for the children in their Shawmut 

Ave. neighborhood

- Rev. Scott appealed to the Conference 

WHMS to do something for the children in 

his neighborhood



- Miss Hattie Cooper was 

appointed to chair the 

Committee to study the 

situation

- opened with 69 children in 

1916

- property purchased in   

1919 for the establishment of  

a Settlement House 

- in 1920 WHMS voted to call the Settlement 

House the “Hattie B. Cooper Community Center”



Programs were expanded

to include:

- summer camp experiences,

- sports programs,

- classes in sewing and 

dramatics for adults,

- and classes for children and 

youth in sewing, public speaking 

and many other subjects…



- 1949, when Fourth Methodist moved to its 

current site and became Union Methodist, 

the Cooper Center moved to the Shawmut Ave. 

site

- By 1954, there was 

need for additional 

space;  conference WSCS 

Units raised $65,000 

for an addition

- a new building was 

dedicated in October, 1954



- in 1970 it was 

learned that the 

current space would 

be demolished due to 

urban renewal

- Benevolent 

Fraternity of 

Unitarian Churches 

voted to provide a 

new building on the 

current Washington 

Ave. site



Today the Center provides a wide variety of 

programs, including:

- programs for infants 

and toddlers

- preschool and after-

school programs,

- activities and programs 

for the elderly

- alcohol and drug education



- counseling and job placement

- recreation and camping

- legal aid assistance

- computer training and

public access hours at its

Timothy Smith Computer 

Center

- leadership development, 

especially among women of 

color in Roxbury, for over 

100 years. 


