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DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 12, 2013 
 
CLERGY SESSION - Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar called the clergy session to order at 6:38 P.M. The Bishop asked the 

body to welcome his Administrative Assistant, Brenda Borchers, and Mary Elizabeth Moore, the Dean of Boston University 
School of Theology. Dean Mary Elizabeth Moore thanked the body for the privilege of being in clergy session and for 
sending students to the School of Theology. 

Yoo-Yun Cho-Chang and Peter Hey, Co-Chairs of the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOOM), greeted the body then Yoo-
Yun Cho-Chang opened with a prayer, followed by hymn sing and special music. 

 The rest of the meeting followed the Business of Annual Conference in order from Question 18. Question 17 was 
answered later. Sue Evans, the BOOM Registrar, assisted as necessary. 

Bishop Devadhar asked that Rebecca Cho, Sumnin Cho, Evan Dodge, Kim Kie, Geisa Matos-Machuca, Cheryl Meachen, 
Dan Randall, Seok-Cheol Shin, and Hyung-Kyu Yi be elected as Provisional Elders and that Leslie Walseman be elected a 
Provisional Deacon. They were asked to leave the room. They were elected and then they returned to applause.  

Bishop Devadhar asked that Edward Bove, Federico Carmona, Jinyong Choi, David Dyrenforth, and Katherine Mitchell 
be elected as Elders in Full Connection. They were asked to leave the room. They were elected and returned to individually 
say a word or two about themselves.  

During the session, Jan and Mike Davis, as the Dean of the Cabinet, answered Question 17 (See the Business of the 
Annual Conference.) 

Other questions were answered and voted respectively, including those requiring 2/3 or ¾ majority votes. The entire 
report, with some corrections, was adopted. (See the Business of the Annual Conference.) 

Terry Wiggin, Chair of the Board of Pensions, with Ron Coleman of the GC Board of Pensions(General Board of Pension 
& Health Benefits) as well as Tony Jarek-Glidden, addressed issues of clergy pension plans including those to be addressed 
in RS-118 and RS-119 later in the general session of the Annual Conference, followed by Q & A.  

Others introduced were Barbara Lemmel the new Coordinator of Parish Consultants and Lynne Josselyn.  Lynne was the 
first woman recognized for 50 years of service.  

Bishop Devadhar declared the Clergy Executive Session adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
 
THURSDAY MORNING JUNE 13, 2013 
 
BIBLE STUDY - At 7:00 A.M. with John Holbert, Easton Dining Hall, Lane Student Center.  The subject was “Abraham, 

Elijah & a Walk to Emmaus: Being Found by the Holy" Texts: Gen 18; I Kings 19; Luke 24.   
 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 13, 2013 
MEMORIAL SERVICE - Recognizing the Holy 
 
WORSHIP - At 1:00 P.M. Lee Soto and Mark Miller, the conference musicians and singers opened with the theme, 

“Strangely Warmed-Formed by God”- “Recognizing the Holy”.  The families and guests of the Memorial Service came in 
procession and were seated.   

Bishop Devadhar convened The Memorial Service at 1:15 P.M., assisted by Bishop Clifton S. Ives.   
CALL TO WORSHIP – Bishop Devadhar.  
CENTERING PRAYER – Sue Ellery, from “Stages on the Way”. 
MUSIC OFFERING – “God is Able” by Mark Miller sung by the Conference Choir. 
LITANY – Rebecca Mincieli led us in Litany based on Isaiah 43. 
RESPONSE – We sang the hymn, “Living Spirit, Holy Fire.”  
MEMORIAL NAMING AND BLESSING - Margaret Bickford and youth member Sarah Ames, named and we remembered 

these saints: 
CLERGY: Howard E. Benson, Emory L. Bothast, George E. Bullens, William A. Chamberlain, Cora Elsie Banks Dame 

(Local Pastor), Richard L. Dean, Fay L. Gemmell, Earl R. Gray, Edgar J. Helms, Betty L. Higgins, E. Winston Jones, William Roy 
Keeffe, Frank Gamble Kelly, Charles Wesley Kern, Michael H. Kerrigan, Irvin E. Koelker, David Alexander Lefurgey, Edward D. 
Painter, Riley P. Shirley Jr., Robert M. Stevenson, Marcheta Pebbles Townsend, George W. Tripp, Wayne S. Underhill, 
Donald Van Dreser, and Helen A. Zigmund. 
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DIACONAL MINISTERS: Elisabeth B. Burbank. 
SPOUSES: Marjorie Broadbent, Geneva Hamill, Marcelle Harling, Doris Hopkins, Annah M. Kavale, Faith Keir, 

Charles Matson, Nancie S. Noyes, Sybil Osborne, Doris G. Phillips, Aleyamma Thekadathu, and Joan Thompson. 
 
NAMING OF CLOSING CHURCHES: 

1. Conway UMC, Conway, NH;  
2. Grace UMC, Hopkinton, MA;  
3. Easton UMC, Easton, ME;  
4. Surry UMC, Surry, ME;  
5. N. Grafton UMC, N. Grafton, MA;  
6. Iglesia Metodista Unida El Buen Pastor, Lowell, MA. 

Jerome Del Pino led us in prayer for those churches and those who have served there. 
SCRIPTURE – Good News – Luke 24:13-35 – The Message, read by Wesley Williams. 
READING – Good News II – Luke 24:13-35 – Adapted, read by Sharon Jones. 
REFLECTION – Bishop Devadhar introduced Bishop Clifton S. Ives, Pastor Stephanie Hand, and Mark Miller. Pastor 

Stephanie Hand gave a reflection.  “Can you see me now?” “The church is too busy being church, rather than doing church.” 
COMMUNION – Bishop Devadhar led us in Communion with Bishop Ives and Stephanie Hand assisting. 
BLESSING – Bishop Devadhar led us in the Blessing at 2:55 P.M. 
 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 13, 2013 
HOLY CONFERENCING 
 
CALL TO ORDER - Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar called the 20th session of New England Annual Conference to order at 

3:16 P.M.  
ORGANIZATIONAL - Bishop Devadhar welcomed everyone to this session of the Annual Conference. Susan Chafee, Co-

Lay Leader of Northern Maine District, joined the Bishop at the head table. She would be the first of many Laity to assist 
Bishop Devadhar during this year’s Annual Conference.  The Bishop introduced Robert Sweet (a retired Elder in Full 
Connection) as Parliamentarian.  Susan Chafee led us in prayer. 

Bishop Devadhar welcomed Bonnie Marden.  Bonnie Marden, Conference Choreographer, welcomed everyone and 
especially welcomed Bishop and Prema Devadhar.  She also thanked all who assisted with Annual Conference in various 
ways. Bonnie noted the special guests that will be with us today: Bishop Fisher, Nicaraguans-Evelyn Forbes, Pastor Roger 
Amador, Iglesia de Cristo Maranatha and his wife Franny Amador.  Bonnie introduced Cheryl Meachen.  Cheryl explained 
and led us in the body of prayer.   

SPIRITUAL FORMATION – Evie Doyon and Larry Peacock presented persons who completed the Gateways to God: 
Spiritual Direction training.  Persons who have completed spiritual direction training in other programs were also 
recognized.  The Bishop celebrated their ministry and offered a prayer of blessing for them.  Bishop Devadhar 
commissioned these participants and led us in prayer. 

COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE – Laurel Scott welcomed Myungim Kim from the General Commission on 
Religion and Race.  She introduced the work of the Monitoring Committee.  She also encouraged people to participate in 
the prayer life of the Annual Conference; people may write prayers on the cards, which will be collected on Friday evening 
and will be incorporated into the prayers of the people on Saturday morning.   

We Chang asked if there would continue to be monitoring reports that reflect the statistics of Annual Conference.  
Laurel affirmed that there would be. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Ralph Oduor, Conference Secretary, announced that the roll call would be taken from the 
registrations at the registration desk. When voting, vote with the pink voting card included in the registration packet. He 
noted these corrections to the Pre-conference booklet (PCB), which is also shown in the Late Breaking News Conference 
Information:   

Pg. 20, Line 48 Mission Share spending limit is $7,022.433. 
Pg. 20, Line 49 Apportioned to local churches is $7,737,445. 
Ralph Oduor reminded the Conference of its rules of order and procedures.  Any motion that is made must be in 

writing to the Secretary and Presiding Officer before it can be acted upon.  Motion forms are available from any of the 
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ushers/tellers.  If you wish to be recognized, please raise and wave your voting card from your seat, before moving to a 
microphone.  This helps visibility in the front of the Chapel. 

RS-205 on Pg. 23 of the Pre-Conference booklet has been withdrawn by the Rules Committee. According to the 
Secretary of the General Conference, “the decision about when to elect delegates to the 2016 General Conference, whether 
in 2014 or 2015, is done according to the procedures of each annual conference.”  The withdrawal of RS-205 in the PCB 
means that we have chosen not to change the date of election of delegates to the 2016 GC, and will instead hold the 
elections at the 2015 AC, as is the current practice by our Rules, Policies, and Procedures. 

There is a new RS-205 on a different subject, in the Late-Breaking News booklet. 
Substitutes, RS-101, RS-207 and 208 have been authorized and distributed by those who submitted the original 

versions, replacing the ones on pages 13, 24 and 25 of the PCB, respectively.  
The Leadership (Nominating) report replaces the one on page 30 of the PCB.  A final copy of the report will be in the 

printed minutes. 
These additional resolutions are/were included in the handouts by the ushers today, Thursday June 13, 2013: 
RS-210-On the Dental Insurance Coverage 
RS-211-On property in Nicaragua 
RS-212-On Nicaragua funding 
Discontinuance of Iglesia Metodista Unida El Buen Pastor, Lowell, MA 
2014 Budget 
The current Consent Calendar is on page 2 of the PCB.  The following resolutions have been removed from the Consent 

Calendar, and will be acted upon separately:  RS-101 on page 13; RS-119 on page 20.  Additionally, explanatory material 
pursuant to RS-119 is available in the Late-Breaking booklet. 

The vote on the Consent Calendar is scheduled for Friday at 4:00 P.M. as an Order of the Day.  No debate or 
amendments will be allowed.  The instruction for removal of an item from the Consent Calendar is on page 3 of the PCB.  As 
a reminder, to remove any item from the Consent Calendar, simply provide the Conference Secretary with a written 
request for such, signed by 10 members of the Conference, before the close of the session this evening (you may obtain the 
form for this purpose from the clerk in the lobby). 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS - Four proposed amendments are before us by action of the 2012 General 
Conference, beginning on page 27 of the PCB. 

There is a typo in the Amendment IV (RS-304). Page 28, line 41, should refer to Article IV and not Article I.  The 
Secretary of the GC asks, and so do I, to please accept our apologies for the error. 

We will vote on the amendments on Friday afternoon.   
We may debate the Constitutional Amendments, but we shall not amend them.  We will vote on each item, “as is”, in 

other words, “take it, or leave it”. 
Detailed voting instructions will be given before the vote.  In order to be eligible to vote on the Constitutional 

Amendments, you must be one of the following: 
a) Lay Member, or 
b) Equalization Member, or 
c) Elder in Full Connection, or 
d) Deacon in Full Connection  

Notes from the Secretary of the General Conference, that: 
a) Clergy on honorable location are no longer members of the annual conference and so have no right to vote in 

annual conference sessions on any matter ¶359.2 
b) Clergy on administrative location are no longer members of the annual conference. 
c) Provisional members, associates and affiliate members, as well as local pastors may not vote on constitutional 

amendments. ¶602.1b, c, & d. 
If you are eligible to vote on the Constitutional Amendments, you should have received, or should receive, an ivory 

ballot card. 
You may obtain the ballot card after giving your name to the ballot clerk in the lobby.  If your name is not on the list of 

those to receive a ballot card, but you believe you are so entitled, then you must ask an assistant secretary. 
BISHOP – “The organizational announcements are before us.”  “Does the body wish to approve them”? The conference 

approved the Announcements. 
ORGANIZATIONAL MOTIONS – Ralph Oduor moved that the bar of the Conference include the entire chapel floor and 

the balcony.  It was adopted. 
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Ralph Oduor moved that the agenda printed in 2013 PCB be adopted as the working agenda for this session. The 
motion was adopted. 

REQUEST FOR A RULING OF LAW – Kevin Nelson made this request: “Bishop Devadhar, pursuant to ¶51 and ¶2609.6 in 
the Book of Discipline, I am requesting a ruling of law. 

Judicial Council Decisions 367 and 876 state in part, ‘Any organizational structure in an Annual Conference dealing with 
legislative matters must protect: the rights of the Annual Conference to receive and act on all proposals brought to it…and 
the rights of individual members of the conference to be informed on and to participate fully in all legislative decisions.’ 

In addition, ¶605.4 and ¶605.5, direct that ‘the business of annual conference shall include receiving and acting upon 
reports…’ that come from a variety of sources. 

Before this body, we have 33 action items, including #101-120, 201-209, and 301-304. 
¶605.2 authorizes the Annual Conference to adopt an agenda in order to expedite the transaction of its business. 
My questions are this: 
1) When setting the agenda pursuant to ¶605.2, and in light of the principles expressed in Judicial Council Decision 367 

and 876, do action items, specifically including resolutions focused on social issues such as #207 and #208, have the same 
standing as business items as reports do under ¶605.4 and ¶605.5? 

2) As business/action items, must they thus be given precedence, along with other business items mandated in ¶605, 
over other agenda items during the Annual Conference session that are not covered under ¶605 and thus are not 
mandatory?” 

Kevin Nelson wrote the above request, signed and delivered it to Bishop Devadhar. 
ORGANIZATIONAL MOTIONS (continued) - Ralph Oduor moved that Kristine Anderson, David Calhoun, Ruth Oduor, 

Ami Sawtelle, Josephine Sierra, and Kristin White, be elected as the Committee on Journal and Assistant Secretaries. The 
motion was adopted. 

Ralph Oduor moved that Ricki Aiello, Fran Camacho, June Carter, Sharlene Cormie, Larry Curtis, Beulah Digan, Melanie 
Fengler, Ray Foss, Ruth Foss, Paul Hoffman, Nancy Kenty, Charlie Magill, Jean Marsh, Ruth Oduor, Bob Packard, Shallon 
Sullivan, and Patricia Unubun, be elected as ushers and tellers, with Fran Camacho as head usher and teller. The motion 
was adopted. 

Ralph Oduor moved that those who have appropriately filed excuses with the Conference Secretary be excused from 
the sessions as requested. The motion was adopted. 

Ralph Oduor moved that all reports printed in the Late-Breaking News booklet and those distributed separately to 
members on June 13, 2013 be adopted and printed in the conference Journal. The motion was adopted. 

Ralph Oduor moved that all material distributed to members on June 13, 2013 by the ushers, be included as an 
addendum to the PCB. The motion was adopted. 
        ANNOUNCEMENT - Conference Secretary, Ralph Oduor, stated that RS – 206 (original motion was to recognize as a 
Mission church, Open Table of Christ UMC) has been withdrawn, by the maker, Open Table of Christ UMC. 

PARISH CONSULTANTS – Jim McPhee shared that Evelyn Johnson Moore is retiring as the Coordinator of the Parish 
Consultant Team.  The Bishop presented her with a plaque, “Good and Faithful Servant”, with her years of service engraved 
on it.  The conference thanked her for years of service.  Barbara Lemmel was introduced as the new Coordinator. 

RETIREES –Peter Hey recognized the retirees:  Marilyn R. Ayer, Ronald R. Bruce, Susan B. Ellery, Tryphena Evans, David 
Peterson, William C. Simpson, Sr., Kay D. Webb, Herman Benjamin, R. Daniel Blevins, Carol Borland, Jeanette McGlinchy 
Burton, Harvey H. Collins, Ann E. Geer, Charles D. Kinney, Lyle Miller, Joseph Allen Rand, Janice Rathbun, William Lewis 
Shafer, Lilian Joyce Warner, Bruce M. Young, Janet Crain, Leslie A. Hastings, Sally Havens, Nancy R. Smith, John J. Park, John 
C. Blair, Philip R. Chafee, Randall C. Chretien, Duane Clinker, Jerome King Del Pino, Edward Farrell-Starbuck, Sharon G.W. 
Jones, Judith Jenkins Kohatsu, Robert R. Leon, Kathryn McGregor, Steven W. Perry, Margaret M. Queior, Wesley D. 
Williams, and Victoria A. Wood Parrish. The retirees received certificates of recognition. Mike and Jan Davis, Yoo-Yun Cho 
Chang, and the Bishop thanked them for their years of service.  

ORDINANDS’ HISTORIC QUESTIONS –The Bishop asked the historic questions of the five ordinands: Ed Bove, Federico 
Carmona, Jinyong Choi, David Dyrenforth, and Katherine Mitchell.  After the ordinands replied to these questions, the 
Bishop invited everyone to rise and celebrate with them. 

Vicki Woods noted that it is very hard for ordinands to say “yes” to some of the historic questions with which we 
disagree; it can be painful to answer “yes” to some of these questions.  

Bishop had the BOOM members stand and be recognized for their work. 
ADOPTION OF RULES OF ORDER – Ralph Oduor noted the Rules were printed in the Pre-conference booklet, beginning 

on page 72. 
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Lawrence Curtis noted the wording “proscribed” in Rules, Article IV.A, page 73 stating it should be “prescribed”. 
It was accepted as a friendly amendment. The Rules of Order were adopted.  
CONFERENCE STATISTICIAN – Joy Mueller showed slides on the statistics of our conference.  She thought the 

information would be beneficial to the Strategic Planning Committee of this conference. The slide presentation is available 
online. In summary, she highlighted the decline in worship attendance showing 2012 Statistics at Number of churches:  624 
- Membership:  91,430 - Average Worship Attendance:  31,828. Joy also shared that of the clergy with experience of 
increased worship attendance in multiple appointments, the statistics showed that of the 93 clergy with 2 Appointments, 
20 experienced increases in both; and that of the 39 clergy who had 3 Appointments, 7 experienced increases in all 3, while 
6 experienced in 2 of 3 appointments. Thus 33 clergy have had the experience of increasing attendance in multiple settings.  

Bishop Devadhar praised Joy for her work.  
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – Jerome Del Pino acknowledged Joy’s efforts and noted other conferences aren’t as blessed. 

Jerome asked the Bishop how the Council of Bishops is addressing the systemic national problem of declining membership 
and our commitment to mission.  The Bishop replied that we will address the question throughout Annual Conference and 
he will take concerns to the Council of Bishops. 

COMMITTEE ON LEADERSHIP (COL) – Leeda Marsh and Marie MacDougall presented the Committee on Leadership 
Report.  They recognized the Committee members and asked people to complete forms for service.  Participants are 
especially needed for the Environmental Task Force.  Changes to the report will not be read, but will be updated in the 
Journal.  Susan Chaffee, Susan Davenport and Mark Demers were added to the Board of Ordained Ministry.  The New 
Disaster Response Coordinator will be Gerard Piscitelli. 

QUESTION – Hanna Rogers, Chelsea, VT asked if we would have time to ask questions about statistics that Joy 
presented. No additional time available for the statistics. They will be in this year’s printed and online Conference Journal. 

POINT OF ORDER – David Nicol - Day care closes ½ hour after session, which is in 5 minutes. 
GRACE – Laura Everett of Massachusetts Council of Churches Executive Director brought us greetings from the Council. 

Laura recognized Jim McPhee for his work on the Mass Council of Churches.  Laura led us in grace.  
RECESS - Bishop Devadhar declared a recess at 5:05 P.M. 
 
THURSDAY EVENING JUNE 13, 2013 
 
OPENING WORSHIP – At 6:30 P.M. Lee Soto and Mark Miller with the conference musicians led with special music. 
CALL TO ORDER - at 6:50 P.M. Bishop Devadhar opened with a prayer, then he introduced Ron Whitlatch , of GBGM. 
GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES (GBGM) - Ron Whitlatch of GBGM stated that the goal of $75,000,000 for 

Imagine No Malaria has been exceeded. Ron presented a plaque to Bishop Devadhar who thanked Bishop Weaver and 
presented the plaque to the Conference Lay Leader, Rene Wilbur. New England Annual Conference had the highest 
participation rate in all of the in Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference. 

PREACHERS AID –Cathy MacGovern explained the two Laity, “Life Time Discipleship” awards to be presented. Herb 
Taylor introduced Earl & Connie Hutt.  Earl was the first recipient of the award. Cathy Anderson introduced Helen Neff, the 
second recipient of the award.  

DENMAN AWARDS – Rick McKinley explained the award and noted each year there is a recipient for clergy and laity.  
Judy Bell, Lay Member of Faith Fellowship UMC, Mansfield, MA and to Rebecca Lambert, Pastor of The River Communities, 
Woonsocket, RI.  Bishop Devadhar presented them with certificates. 

CHURCH AND SOCIETY – Social Justice Award – Allen Ewing-Merrill introduced the Social Justice Award.  Wendell Luke 
presented the award to Mary Todd.  Mary shared her reflections. 

ZIEGLER PREACHING AWARD - Rick McKinley and Allen Ewing-Merrill introduced the Ziegler Preaching Award.  Nathan 
Kuder presented the award to Jung Sun Oh.   

Bishop Devadhar introduced Emily Blackadar Kotkowski, Chair of the Episcopacy Committee. Emily introduced Bishop 
and Prema Devadhar.   

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS - Bishop Devadhar led us in prayer as two youth musicians, Nicholas and Chester, played violins.  
Bishop Devadhar invited everyone to be in prayer for those wounded and killed in the Boston bombing, Newtown shooting, 
tornadoes and super storm Sandy.  The Bishop offered the Episcopal Address, emphasizing the power of prayer.  He 
recommended three books: “When Spiritual but Not Religious Is Not Enough” by Lillian Daniel, “Building a Discipling 
Culture” by Mike Breen & Steve Cockram and “The Missional Journey” by Robert E. Logan.  He also announced that Lillian 
Daniel will be the 2014 Annual Conference speaker. See Addendum #1 for the text of the address. 
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TESTIMONIAL – Rebecca Lambert, The River Communities, Woonsocket, RI shared her story. See text under Addendum 
#1, Episcopal Address. 

Bishop Devadhar outlined his vision for the New England Conference: 
• We, as a Conference, will save 150, 000 lives through the No More Malaria Campaign. 
• We will develop church leaders in the spirit of John Wesley who will lead house faith groups; leaders will be 

identified by their churches and trained by the Connectional Ministry Director to create house faith prayer 
groups in all our communities; the Conference will develop 1,000 house faith groups. 

We will prayerfully reflect on giving. 
• Coffee and Tea Prayer Partners will give up coffee and donate money to ministry. 
• Partner with the Board of Discipleship to create scholarships for training & education for church planters. 
• We will embrace the One Being, Being One 24-hour fasting program for young people to empower the poor 

and embrace ministry with the poor.  Jennifer Carpenter will be the voluntary leader of this project. 
• We will be disciples of Jesus Christ first, and then New Englanders; we will empower the people of God and go 

to places where we feel uncomfortable. 
The Bishop showed a video of his election in 2004 as Bishop. 
Conference Lay Leader, Rene Wilbur, joined the Bishop. 
OFFERTORY – Offering is designated for Clergy events and scholarships.   
PRAYER – Conference Lay Leader, Rene Wilbur, led us in prayer. 
The Bishop recognized and thanked the Cabinet. 
RECOGNITIONS & APPOINTMENTS – Bishop Devadhar recognized and thanked Jan and Mike Davis for their service as 

District Superintendents.  The Bishop recognized and thanked Jim McPhee for his service as Director of Connectional 
Ministries. 

Bishop Devadhar announced the District Superintendent appointments: Rene Perez (CMA), Heidi Chamberland (CWM), 
LaTrelle Easterling (MBH), Beverly Stenmark (MME), David Abbott (NHD), Pat MacHugh (NME), Seok Hwan Hong (RIM), Jim 
McPhee (TRI) and Brigid Farrell (VMT).  The Bishop also thanked his assistant, Brenda Borchers. 

The District Superintendents presented the new appointments in their districts.  Pastors and Lay Members received 
their appointments together. 

CLOSING PRAYER–Becky Austin, Mid-Maine District Lay Leader, led us in the closing prayer at 9:46 P.M. 
 
FRIDAY MORNING JUNE 14, 2013 
 
MORNING WORSHIP – At 8:35 A.M. Lee Soto/Mark Miller and the conference musicians opened with the theme, 

“Reflecting the Holy.” 
SCRIPTURE – 1 Corinthians 13 
SCRIPTURE – 2 Corinthians 3 
MISSIONARY COMMISSIONING –Bishop Devadhar presented Amanda Howe to be commissioned as a Missionary. 

Bishop asked her the commissioning questions and Amanda responded. Bishop Devadhar was assisted by Fay Flannery, 
Deaconess; Belinda Forbes, GBGM Missionary to Nicaragua; and Dan Randall, Executive Secretary for Missionary Selection 
and Accompaniment, in the commissioning. 

SCRIPTURE – Luke 10:29-17 
MESSAGE – Stephanie Hand led us in prayer before she preached, “The Samaritan Story.” The scriptures not telling us 

about the neighbors that we are familiar with, it’s talking about those we don’t know. Jesus asked the question, “Who is my 
Neighbor?” The Samaritan Story is a social justice story. We need to get down to the roots and find out more about that 
person. “Do you know their purpose and what they are struggling with?” If we stop for that person on the side of the road, 
What’s gonna happen to me? If we don’t stop what’s gonna happen to him? Stephanie noted Jesus probably said if I don’t 
go to the cross what’s gonna happen.  He risked his life for others.  Conference sang, “I Need You.” We need each other to 
survive.  Linda Campbell Marshall’s drawing of Annual Conference was given to the Bishop for his office.  Crosses with 
ribbons will be handed out to put your church name and prayer on it.  Fay Flannery explained the crosses will be put on the 
altar for other churches to take and pray over. The message was closed with a prayer. 

MUSICAL TRANSITION –The conference musicians led us in song. 
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FRIDAY MORNING JUNE 14, 2013 
HOLY CONFERENCING 
 
CALL TO ORDER - Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar called the conference to order at 9:50 A.M.   
REQUEST FOR A RULING OF LAW – Ralph Oduor re-read Kevin Nelson’s question from yesterday.  The Bishop’s 

response will be printed in the Journal and will be reviewed by the Judicial Council.  
Bonnie Marden gave an overview of the agenda. 
Chuck Frasier, Board of Laity Representative, led us in prayer and Cheryl Meachen gave the Body prayer. 
COMMITTEE ON JOURNAL - Kristine Anderson reported for the Committee on Journal that the proceedings of the 

previous day had been received and found to be in order. She moved their adoption. The motion was adopted.   
MONITORING REPORT - Laurel Scott presented the Monitoring Report.  There was equal gender representation among 

presenters yesterday, but fewer persons of color than white presenters.  No Native Americans were represented.  Laurel 
announced that, like other Annual Conferences, New England will begin reporting based more on legislation than on 
numbers. 

DEACONESS VIDEO – Fay Flanary presented a video celebrating the 125th anniversary and noted the first women 
deaconesses were commissioned in 1888. Fay invited anyone that would like to know more about them to visit the display 
or see a member. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN – The UMW video was shown.  Arlene Mackie presented the Mission Pin to Bonnie 
Marden while sharing Bonnie’s many contributions to mission.  The UMW report was adopted.  Bishop Devadhar 
encouraged our church’s support of the UMW 

BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES – Donavee Copenhaver, Board of Global Ministries, introduced the missionaries and 
mission programs of the Conference.  She welcomed Belinda Forbes, Missionary to Nicaragua, Ron Whitlatch, the new 
Missionary Interpreter in Residence for NEJ, Dan Randall, the Executive Secretary for Missionary Selection and 
Accompaniment, and Barbara Burnside, the new NEAC Missions Coordinator.   

BISHOP WEAVER MISSION SCHOLARSHIP FUND –Donavee Copenhaver reported Mission Funds have helped 31 
individuals to participant in Missions this year, mostly youth. 

Marie MacDougall referred people to RS - 114 in the Pre-Conference Booklet, which will be addressed later.  She also 
encouraged people to attend Mission U this summer. 

Michele St. Cyr shared the United Methodist Economic Ministry’s mission to help the rural poor in Western Maine.  She 
invited people to stop by UMEM’s table and invited people to pick up letters for their churches.  Lillie Searcy shared the 
Cooper Center’s ministry with children in Massachusetts and invited people to visit the Center.  The Africa Planning 
Committee shared the many ministries with which they are involved and invited people to support and participate in these 
ministries.  Gerard Piscitelli was introduced as the new Conference Disaster Relief Coordinator.   

AFRICAN PLANNING COMMITTEE – Shandirai (Shandi) Mawokomatanda, a committee member, spoke. Marion Grant 
reported on the committee and showed a video. Dot Hollenbeck reported on African University that celebrated their 20th 
Anniversary this year. Candy Hallet for Friends of Ghana Inc, talked about trips to Ghana. She spoke about the UMC in 
Ghana. Jim Blair, N. Attleboro UMC, reported on “Bikes Not Bombs”.  Mozambique report was given by Marion Grant.  

NICARAGUA PLANNING COMMITTEE – Bill Taylor introduced Sandy Melius and guests from Nicaragua, while a video 
was shown. 

RS-211 - Bill Taylor moved the adoption. The motion was adopted. 
RS-212 - Bill Taylor moved the adoption. The motion was adopted. 
Bishop Devadhar invited those who participated in the Mission of Peace to stand and be recognized.   
The Bishop asked for a vote of adoption of the report of Global Ministries. It was adopted. 
STRATEGIC TASK FORCE – Herb Taylor and Evelyn Johnson Moore presented the Strategic Task Force report.  Their 

work centered on the scripture text of Matthew 14:22-33.  They presented the topic of Adaptive Change, with a video 
presentation.  Index cards were distributed and people were invited to answer two questions: What are we doing as a 
Conference to make disciples?  What should we do in the next 3-5 years?  Answers to these would also help answer Jung 
Sun OH, of Bethany First UMC in Roslindale, MA, who wanted to know how many people are engaging in community 
ministry. Cards were collected. Bishop had us sing “Spirit of the Living God” and Patricia Wells offered a prayer. 

BOARD OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY – Allen Ewing-Merrill introduced the mission of Church and Society.  Jordan Shaw 
invited people to fill out postcards requesting stronger gun control laws.  The JFON ministry team shared their ministry and 
advocacy for immigrants.  Scott Campbell reported that the United Methodist Federation for Social Action will present an 
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annual Beth Stroud award to persons who bring the strength of love to bear in our world.  The first award will be given to 
Beth Stroud for her witness to full inclusion.  Dick Harding presented a report of the Reconciling Retired Clergy.  The report 
of the Church and Society was adopted. 

JUSTICE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS –Renee Perez reported (slides) that in 2012 two JFON ports were opened in Portland 
ME and Springfield MA. Sue Rudalevige, Hope Gateway, Portland spoke of the JFON clinic which opened in Oct. 2012. The 
need in Portland is for asylum applications and a good half of volunteers are immigrants. Sue spoke further. John Mueller, 
Trinity, Springfield, MA, spoke of JFON clinic there and the community efforts that support it. The clinic was opened last fall 
as well. John spoke of 70 people being served there.   

NE METHODIST FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL ACTION (MFSA) – Scott Campbell told the story of Beth Stroud.  He 
presented her with an award. 

RECONCILING RETIRED CLERGY – Dick Harding spoke of the formation of the group and the group’s growth.  In 1972, 
the issue of homosexuality was added to the discipline.  It’s their 15th anniversary this year.  He had those churches, pastors, 
and others involved in reconciliation to stand to show how far we have come.  

MOMENT OF SILENCE – Dick led us in moment of silence for Bill Campbell, who is in his last days. 
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – Susan Forshey lifted up a prayer of healing for Beth Stroud. 
CHRISTIAN UNITY & INTERRELIGIOUS CONCERNS – Stacy Goforth presented a report from Christian Unity and 

Interreligious Concerns.  The report was adopted. 
GRACE –Bill Taylor led us in a grace before lunch. 
RECESS – Bishop Devadhar declared a recess at 12:10 P.M. 
 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 14, 2013 
 
OPENING MUSIC – Lee Soto and Mark Miller with the conference musicians opened at 1:05 P.M. 
CALL TO ORDER – Bishop Devadhar called the conference to order at 1:14 P.M.   
ORGANIZATIONAL – Betty Austin, Mid-Maine District Lay Leader and the designated Board of Laity representative at 

the table with the Bishop, led us in prayer. 
DISCONTINUANCE OF CHARGES (RS - 201 to RS – 206) 
CONWAY UMC, CONWAY, NH - David Abbott moved the adoption of RS – 201.  Rick McKinley moved that the following 

be added after line 35, p. 21: “Be it further resolved that if no new start or plan for transformation is initiated within five 
years of the assets becoming liquid, those funds will be available in accordance with the Hebrews 11 resolution.”  This was 
accepted as a friendly amendment.  The amended motion was adopted. 

GRACE UMC, HOPKINTON, MA – Rene Perez moved the adoption RS - 202.   
Cheryl Turner presented the church’s communion set as a historical gift to the Conference, which was received by the 

Bishop on behalf of the Conference.   
Rick McKinley moved that the following amendment be added after line 9, page 22: “Be it further resolved that if no 

new church is initiated within five years of the assets becoming liquid, those funds will be available in accordance with the 
Hebrews 11 resolution.”  This was accepted as a friendly amendment.  The amended motion was adopted. 

EASTON UMC, EASTON, ME – Pat MacHugh moved the adoption of RS - 203.  Sue Brown asked to amend the motion:  
The following should be inserted on line 41, before the first comma: “be given to the Town of Easton for consideration of 
$1.00 with any and all costs associated with the transfer of ownership to be the responsibility of the Town of Easton” and 
on line 43 the first comma should be removed.  This was accepted as a friendly amendment.  The amended motion was 
adopted. 

SURRY UMC, SURRY, ME – Pat MacHugh moved the adoption of RS - 204. It was adopted. 
SUSPENSION OF RULES - A motion was made to suspend the rules to consider RS – 205. The motion was adopted with 

the required 2/3 majority. 
NORTH GRAFTON UMC, NORTH GRAFTON, MA – Rene Perez moved the adoption of RS - 205.   
Rick McKinley moved that the following be added after the third “be it resolved” from the bottom of the page: “Be it 

further resolved that if no new church is initiated within five years of the assets becoming liquid, those funds will be 
available in accordance with the Hebrews 11 funds.”  This was accepted as a friendly amendment.  The amended motion 
was adopted. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES - A motion was made to suspend the rules to consider the discontinuance of Iglesia Metodista 
Unida El Buen Pastor.  The motion was adopted with the required 2/3 majority. 
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IGLESIA METODISTA UNIDA EL BUEN PASTOR, LOWELL, MA - Rene Perez moved the adoption of RS – 206. 
Rene Perez presented a resolution for the discontinuance of Iglesia Metodista Unida El Buen Pastor in Lowell, MA.  It 

was adopted. 
The Bishop invited all those connected with these churches to stand and be recognized. David Abbott led us in prayer 

for these congregations. 
REQUEST FOR A RULING OF LAW - Bishop Devadhar recognized Kevin Nelson stating that the Judicial Council will take 

the question Kevin raised. The Bishop reiterated that he had not yet ruled. 
Kevin Nelson asked for a vote of the body to authorize a Judicial Council review of any ruling that the bishop may make 

on his request made yesterday afternoon.  It was adopted by a majority vote. 
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE - Russ Kirby spoke of the closing of churches and spoke of Pastor Rebecca Lambert’s ministry in 

the Community.  Why don’t we seem to be shaking communities and moving rocks? Why can’t we be shaking these fields to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ? 

ORGANIZATIONAL – Bonnie Marden previewed the afternoon session’s Agenda. She stated that retirees’ videos would 
be available online. 

Cheryl Meachen shared a body prayer. 
CAMP DIRECTORS AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON YOUTH MINISTRIES – Reports were given for or by Mike  

Moore, Wanakee Site Director; Larry Peacock Director of Rolling Ridge Conference Center and Spiritual Retreat Center;    
Covenant Hills Christian Camp, Jenn Becker Carpenter, Aldersgate; Jenn Carpenter also spoke about the One Being, Being 
One campaign.  The Bishop and Jenn challenged 50 churches to participate in the campaign.  Norm Thombs recognized Jim 
McPhee for working with the camping ministries of the Conference. 

Conference Committee on Youth Ministry, and the Conference Youth presented a video about youth ministry.    
LATINO MINISTRY – Lee Soto and Geisa Matos-Machuca Lee presented the Hispanic/Latino Ministry Report. The theme 

of the committee is “United in One Body, One Vision.” A video was shown. 
ANNOUNCEMENT – Emma Escobar, described the NEJ Oasis Event for young adults occurring in Washington DC, Aug. 

13th -18th.  
BOARD OF LAITY – Rene Wilbur, Conference Lay Leader, offered the Board of Laity report on Pg. 38.  She recognized all 

who have served on the Conference Board of Laity. Rene shared her testimony.  Rene wants the lay people to open up your 
minds to do a new thing.  She spoke of the NEAC Leadership Committee and invited us to commit.   

LAITY ADDRESS – Rene introduced Patsy Frey-Davis, Hope Gate Way UMC, Portland, ME.  Patsy shared her campfire 
story from Camp Mechuwana. She spoke of John Wesley and his transformation. We cannot be transformed by God, if we 
don’t take action.  We think of our communities being hurt and broken as well. Patsy recalled passage in Luke, where we 
can sometimes get distracted. We are putting God in a box. Faith is what tells us to follow God. Following God is what is 
going to get us up and out. We can’t expect growth and transformation without it.  We need to make friends without 
judgment, being open with love.  Faith without action is nothing.  God is with us, we need to open to see and listen, only 
then can we be strangely warmed and be transformed with God.  Patsy had us join in her favorite song, “I need the Lord to 
Help Me.” 

GUESTS - Bishop Devadhar welcomed Bishop John G. Innis of Liberia, and his wife. 
IMAGINE NO MALARIA – Ellen Bridge had us read the Imagine No Malaria mission statement.  LaTrelle Easterling told 

the story of a little boy who died of Malaria and his picture was shown on the screen. Joe Mosher spoke of the goals of 
Imagine No Malaria: 1) Prevention 2) Education 3) Communication and 4) Treatment.  A youth member continued the story.  
(Video/Slides)Joe introduced Bonnie Marden as the Imagine No Malaria -Field Campaign Manager. District Results in 
Imagine No Malaria Campaign. Fly Swats were handed out to each district.  The results by District: NME 827 lives, VT 933 
lives, MME 1,248 lives, CWM 1,323 lives, NH 1,390 lives, RISM 2,276 lives, MBH 3,102 lives, CMA 4,247 lives, and TRI 5,575 
lives, Grand Total of 20,921 lives. 

Only 15% of Districts have participated in this campaign. Vermont has the most churches with 15 total churches 
participating in the combined.  CMA district is the lead in the campaign. Bonnie presented Rene Perez, CMA DS with a 
poster to keep as long as they remain the lead district.  

LaTrelle Easterling announced that tickets are being sold to the September 28 New England Revolution Soccer Game to 
raise money for Imagine No Malaria. Bishop Innis led us in prayer for Imagine No Malaria. 

CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT – Rick McKinley presented the Congregational Development report, focusing on 
new church starts, the Lay Missionary Planters Network, the School of Congregational Development and the Hebrews 11 
Fund.  A Hebrews 11 Fund video was shown.  The report was adopted. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS – Ralph Oduor explained the ballot instructions and presented RS-301 Proposed 
Constitutional Amendment I (PCB Pg. 27), RS-302 Proposed Constitutional Amendment II (PCB Pg. 27), RS-303 Proposed 
Constitutional Amendment III (PCB Pg. 28), RS-304 Proposed Constitutional Amendment IV (PCB Pg. 28-29).  

BALLOTING – Bishop Devadhar called for balloting on the proposed Constitutional Amendments I – IV (RS-301, RS-302, 
RS-303, and RS-304). 

BALLOT CLOSED – Bishop Devadhar declared the ballot closed, and the ushers collected the ballots. During the 
balloting process, Mark Miller spoke of the years with Bishop Devadhar in the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference, and 
his favorite song, “Spirit of the Living God.” Mark did a revision of the song, “Sing us the song I’m the Piano Man.” 

CONFERENCE BOARD OF PENSIONS – Terry Wiggin moved the adoptions of RS - 119 on Pension Pg. 20 PCB and RS - 
210 on Dental Option in the Late Breaking News booklet. 

Q & A – Conversation and questions included: Can retired clergy buy into the dental plan if they pay the full premium?  
Are retired clergy who are still serving churches eligible to participate?  Terry replied that he would research an answer to 
that.  Someone asked if the plan must be CIGNA or could another plan be chosen.  CIGNA was chosen for this year, but a 
different plan could be chosen next year.  He requested that CIGNA be removed from the resolution so that the names of 
different plans may be submitted.  This was accepted as a friendly amendment.  It was clarified that this is a mandatory 
plan, that pension costs will be lowered and that local pastors eligible for the health insurance plan would also be eligible 
for the dental plan.  Helen Curtis affirmed that churches want good pastors who aren’t worried about their health care; she 
spoke about the importance of dental care in overall health care and urged support of the resolution. 

The Bishop recognized and thanked representatives of Boards and Agencies. 
Jim Mentzer presented the United Methodist Foundation of New England report.  He also spoke about UMFNE’s 

stewardship programs and encouraged people to return the Stewardship Task Force surveys.  The report was approved. 
RS - 119 was adopted. 
RS - 210 was adopted. 
Terry Wiggin was recognized for his work on the Board of Pensions, as he moves on to a General Conference leadership 

position. 
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF NEW ENGLAND - Jim Mentzer presented the United Methodist Foundation of 

New England report.  He also spoke about UMFNE’s stewardship programs and encouraged people to return the 
Stewardship Task Force surveys.  Vicki Woods asked if this overrides the other plan. Yes, it does. The report was adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY – Ralph Oduor moved the adoption of the Consent Calendar on Pg. 2 PCB. 
Consent Calendar was adopted. 
EQUITABLE COMPENSATION –David Nicol moved adoption of substitute RS-101 (in the handout). Pat MacHugh moved 

that the following be added to page 3, line 37 after the words ‘Christ boldly’: “In particular situations, we support missional 
grants for full or part-time congregations whose pastoral leaders are not yet licensed or ordained.”  This was accepted as a 
friendly amendment. The amended substitute motion was adopted. 

Ray Foss sought a clarification: The Bishop stated approval of the report. Did the Bishop mean the “report”? Bishop 
Devadhar clarified his language stating he meant the resolution.  

CFA – Bill Burnside and Ralph Howe presented the CFA report and moved adoption of the budget RS - 120. 
Q & A Conversation about RS - 120 included: Clarification about the amount budgeted to the Africa Task Force.  Gwen 

Purushotham spoke in favor of the budget and in support of ministries supported by Mission Shares.  Karen Munson asked 
about the 1% matching fund mechanism?  Information was requested to take back to local churches about the budget and 
about Mission Shares.  The presentation is online and CFA will prepare materials for fall charge conferences.  Lynn Tarbox 
asked why so much was being allotted to the Rolling Ridge Deficit Recovery.  Another question was raised about the 
revenue side of the budget, with the suggestion that in future years there be a revenue side included in the budget. The 
motion was adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS–Bonnie Marden noted to remove all personal belongings from the pews when going to dinner. 
GRACE –Ralph Howe led us in Grace before dinner, followed by, 
RECESS at 4:46 P.M. 
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FRIDAY EVENING JUNE 14, 2013 
 
ORDINATION AND COMMISSIONING 
 
WORSHIP – Bishop Devadhar convened the service at 7:05 P.M. , joined in leading the ordination and commissioning 

by retired Bishops Susan Hassinger, Clifton Ives, and Jane Allen Middleton; Bishop John G. Innis of Liberia, and special 
ecumenical guest Episcopal Bishop Douglas Fisher. In his sermon to the audience, Bishop Devadhar reminded them to 
“keep their eyes wide open to the movement of God, the interactions of the world, and the work of the Church.” He urged 
the Annual Conference to “see the world as Jesus wants us to, so that we as a church get excited not about maintaining the 
institution, but by extending the reign of God so that it once again becomes a movement in our midst.”  See the sermon 
text in Addendum #2. Bishop Devadhar commissioned Provisional Elders and ordained Full Elders.  Local pastors licensed for 
the year were recognized. 

Commissioned as a Provisional Deacon: Leslie Walseman   
Commissioned as Provisional Elders: Rebecca Cho, Sumnin Cho, Evan Dodge, Kim Kie, Geisa Matos-Machuca, Cheryl 

Meachen, Dan Randall, Seok-Cheol Shin, and Hyung-Kyu Yi 
Ordained as Elders in Full connection:  Edward Bove, Federico Carmona, Jinyong Choi, David Dyrenforth, and Katherine 

Mitchell. 
CALL TO FULL-TIME CHRISTIAN MINISTRY - Bishop Devadhar invited those who wanted to make a commitment to some 

form of full-time ordained or pulpit ministry to come forward for a time of prayer and dedication.  These persons answered 
the call and came forward:  

Bollen, Dan 
Carpenter, Sam 
Cooper, Sophia 
Doran, Brittany 
Escobar, Emma 
Flick, Lindsay 
Guarnera, Mary Lou 
Hodgkins, Vivian 
Houde, Debbie 
Houston, Amanda 
Keeney, Beckie  

Kim, Shinkwang 
Larrabee, Debra 
McGowan, Tom 
Novia, Sue 
Rousseau, Sela 
Savoy, Jennifer 
Straus, Carl 
Terrades, Sabina 
Tinsdale, Kim 
Wilkinson, W. Pearl 

    
SATURDAY MORNING JUNE 15, 2013 
 
OPENING WORSHIP - At 8:35 A.M. Lee Soto and Mark Miller with the conference musicians opened with the theme, 

“Glowing Embers-Sparks Ablaze: Celebration of Ministries. The conference children sang, “This Little Light of Mine”, “I Am a 
Friend of God”.  Worship continued with the conference musicians playing and singing.  

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRIES –Call to worship celebrating the ministries of the conference:  Recognizing those whose 
lives sparkle with Christian faith, Licensed Local Pastors, Lay Servant Ministers, Certified Lay Ministers, Missionaries, 
Deaconesses and Home Missioners.  

ZIEGLER AWARD SERMON – Jung Sun Oh, Bethany First UMC in Roslindale, MA, who received the “Ziegler Award for 
Excellence in Preaching” gave the message. We have a responsibility to love our neighbors. We need to go out into the 
communities together. “How can we claim our identity without knowing our neighbors?” He concluded by singing in 
Korean, “A Love Charms a Light in the Darkest Place.” See Addendum #3 for the sermon text.  

PRAYER & TRANSITIONING MUSIC – Rene Wibur led us in prayer, followed by transitioning music.   
 
CALL TO ORDER - Bishop Devadhar called the conference to order at 10:18 A.M.   
COMMITTEE ON JOURNAL - Kristine Anderson reported for the Committee on Journal that the proceedings of the 

previous day had been received and found to be in order. She moved their adoption. The motion was adopted. She also 
moved the minutes of today’s session be adopted and printed in the Conference Journal.  The motion was adopted. 

COL – Leeda Marsh noted corrections. The final version will be printed in the Conference Journal. 
Bishop Devadhar declared us convened as the Board of Directors, for the election of officers, as Linda moved the 

elections for the Board of the United Methodist Foundation of New England. All nominated were elected.  
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Bishop declared us adjourned as the Board of Directors of the United Methodist Foundation of New England. 
Bishop declared us convened as the Board of Directors, for the election of officers, as Linda moved the elections for the 

Board of the Methodist Home. All nominated were elected.  
Bishop declared us adjourned as the Board of Directors of the Methodist Home. 
Leeda moved the adoption of the COL report as amended. It was adopted. 
STRATEGIC PLANNNING TASK FORCE – Herb Taylor and Evelyn Johnson-Moore of the Strategic Task Force presented 

the feedback from two questions posed yesterday: What are we doing as a Conference to make disciples?  What should we 
do in the next 3-5 years? Engage your congregation in questions. Presentation slides are available online. 

The conference sang, “Spirit of Living God”, followed by Beverly Stenmark leading us in prayer. 
OFFERING RESULTS: - Ralph Oduor shared the results of the Conference offerings: 

Clergy Scholarships: $2,542 
Imagine No Malaria: $7,884 
JFON:  $3,775 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT VOTE RESULTS – Ralph announced the Constitutional Amendment ballots results: 
Proposed Constitutional Amendment I  445 (Yes)    6 (No) 
Proposed Constitutional Amendment II  430 (Yes)  21 (No) 
Proposed Constitutional Amendment III  437 (Yes)  14 (No) 
Proposed Constitutional Amendment IV  435 (Yes)  16 (No) 
There were 451 members present. 

DIVESTMENT TASK FORCE – Barbara Schreier and Bill Aldrich moved the adoption of substitute RS - 207 (handout), 
Divestments From Companies doing business with Israel. Conversation and questions included three speeches in favor of 
the resolution by Allen Merrill, Mike Clark and We Chang; two speeches in opposition to the resolution by Phil Susag and 
Steve Karels.  Bernie Campbell confirmed that we are voting on the amended RS – 207, which was a handout, and not on 
the original RS – 207 printed in the bulletin.  Harbor Mitchell asked who will be affected by this resolution (churches, 
Boards, Agencies, etc).  Bill replied that only CFA & Trustees would be affected in their investments.  RS – 207 as presented, 
was adopted. 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA – Conversation and questions included three speeches in favor of the resolution by Karen 
Munson, Leigh Dry, Bonnie Switzer; three speeches in opposition to the resolution by Charlie Magill, Jim Blair, Cindy Healey. 

CALL FOR THE QUESTION - The question was called, seconded, and adopted by the required 2/3 majority. 
Vicki Wood made the closing speech. RS – 208 was adopted. 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS – Elizabeth Bailey Mitchell and David Calhoun presented the resolution. 
The Bishop was presented with a UM cap of thanks. Bishop thanked the conference staff and announced that the 2014 

Annual Conference dates are June 11-14, at Gordon College Wenham, MA. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN – Bishop Devadhar called for a motion to adjourn following the worship with Confirmands 

today. It was so moved, seconded and adopted. 
ADJOURNMENT – Bishop Devadhar adjourned the 20th session of the New England Annual Conference at 11:37 A.M. 
 
SATURDAY MORNING JUNE 15, 2013 
 
CELEBRATION OF COMFIRMANDS 
 
WORSHIP – Worship convened at 11:45 A.M. Lee Soto and Mark Miller with the conference musicians opened worship 

- the theme - “Fired Up!” - “Sent by God into the World”.  
DEDICATION OF WARMING BLANKETS – Bishop Devadhar led us in prayer. 
SCRIPTURE – Acts 2:1-21 followed by a skit by youth. 
DANCE –Youth dancers performed to, “I Can Do All Things Thru Christ”. 
SCRIPTURE – Numbers 14:1-9 
SERMON – Ms. Stephanie Hand preached on “The Ball’s in Your Court” reminding us God’s promises, that we need to 

believe and “you gotta have faith”. She showed a video about two football players training and not quitting.  God is waiting 
on you to act as kings and queens of the most high God. It’s you and God against the world.  The ball is in your court, what 
are you gonna do about it? 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – The youth and Confirmands led the prayers of the people. 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING – Bishop Devadhar sent us forth in a blessing at 12:50 P.M. 
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Addendum #1 – EPISCOPAL ADDRESS (includes Rebecca Lambert’s message) – June 13, 2013 
 
Strangely Warmed: Formed by God, Powered by Prayer to Service  
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar Episcopal Address - Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27; Colossians 3:10-11; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-

12.  
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  
I greet you all in the precious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is my humble privilege and joyful blessing to 

address you for the first time as your Episcopal leader. I am thankful to God for the warmth and generosity with which you 
have received us into your midst here in New England. My wife, Prema, joins me in saying, “Thank you, thank you, thank 
you,” for your generous hospitality and love.  

May I also take a moment to express how saddened we were by the deaths and injuries of all those who were 
wounded by the bombing in Boston, MA, in April, and in the shootings at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
CT, in December 2012.  As our musical team plays for us “There is Balm in Gilead,” may we be in silent prayer for all those 
who were touched by these senseless acts, and so many others like them, and may we also pray to God to bless us as we 
continue to strive for a peaceful society. May we also remember those whose lives were lost and for those whose lives and 
livelihoods have been impacted recently by natural disasters such as the Oklahoma tornados and, of course, Super Storm 
Sandy.  

When I think of you and how graciously you have received us, I am reminded of Paul’s words in his second letter to the 
Thessalonians (II Thess. 1:11-12 NRSV): “To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his 
call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work in faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in 
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

In keeping with our theme for this year’s annual conference, I would like to address you this evening with the topic of 
“Strangely Warmed: Formed by God, Powered by Prayer to Service.”  

In the first chapter of the Bible, in the story of creation, we read (Genesis 1:26-27, NRSV): “Then God said, ‘Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to our likeness; . . . ’ So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.”  

We are formed by God: male and female. When we read Paul’s letter to the Colossians, we learn that now that Christ 
has entered into our earthly world, even creation itself is renewed: [You have] “…clothed yourselves with the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!” (Col 3:10-11 NRSV).  

We are formed by God, and in Christ the distinctions that tend to separate us one from another fall away. Thus, beyond 
our ethnicities, beyond our languages, beyond our skin colors, beyond our genders, beyond our sexual orientations, beyond 
our accents, we are meant to be brought together in Christ. We are called to be an inclusive church with a commitment to a 
vision of humankind that does justice, and loves kindness, and walks humbly with our God (cf. Micah 6:8).  

What must we do to fully live out this promise of being formed by God and powered by the Holy Spirit?  
I believe that we are invited to be a people of prayer. Mike Breen and Steve Cockram are absolutely right when they 

quote Andrew Murray who wrote, “Jesus never taught His disciples how to preach, only how to pray.”1  We are invited by 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to be grounded in prayer in a deep way such that we can be empowered by the Holy Spirit for 
action. Everything flows out of being a praying conference. It is my greatest petition to God that this New England 
Conference of the United Methodist Church be a “praying conference,” for us to be so on fire with God that we “glow” with 
the presence of the Holy Spirit.    

John Wesley urged us to practice the means of grace through works of piety and works of mercy. The foundation of 
these means of grace is prayer. To be a conference of prayer we are invited to embrace its practice with discipline and 
passion.  

Surely you have known a person of prayer in your life and you can recall the power that emanated from his or her 
being. I want to share with you a story of a person whose power of prayer radiated through her life. In 1994-95 the youth of 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church were on their first Mission of Peace to India. One of the 
highlights of their itinerary was to meet Mother Teresa and to do a hands-on mission with the sisters of Charity at Kolkata, 
India. On the day of the meeting, the appointment was cancelled due to an airline delay. However, Mother Teresa was 
gracious enough to grant an audience to the youth and their leaders the next morning in spite of her busy calendar. As the 
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youth and their leaders listened to Mother Teresa sitting around her on the floor of the chapel and dialoguing with her, it 
was very clear that Mother Teresa was able to do some unimaginable and powerful things such as cleaning the wounds of a 
leper, picking up a half-dead person on the streets, and other courageous and bold works of piety - works of mercy we the 
people of the Wesleyan background call it - because of her deep rootedness in prayer. Mother Teresa was not at all shy or 
bashful in talking to the youth about her dependence on prayer. When asked how she could pray to God in the midst of 
constant sounds and disturbing voices from auto rickshaws, buses, trucks, people, vendors, and others outside the chapel, 
with a smile on her face and radiant glow in her eyes, she said it was prayer in action, and connecting with God in the midst 
of the challenges of life.  

There was a glow in the room as Mother Teresa gave her witness for Christ! You and I are also called by God to glow 
with the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

Glow. Would you say it with me, my sisters and brothers in Christ: “Glow!” When one is deeply rooted in prayer there 
is a glow about him or her. When a church is deeply rooted in prayer there is a ‘glow’ that is felt in the community and in 
the fellowship. When an annual conference is profoundly grounded in prayer there will be a ‘glow’ in all of its activities.  

The invitation and the challenge for you and for me is that others may see the ‘glow’ that comes from our hearts and 
beings as we live out what it means to be people of prayer.  

Prayer can be the glue that binds us together as a people of faith. It gives us a powerful sense of being part of the same 
family of faith and that is why we call each other ‘brother’ or ‘sister.’ Out of prayer comes a glow and then prayer becomes 
the glue that binds us together.  

Glue. Would you say it with me, my friends in Christ: “Glue!”  
           As we seek to live out the call to be a conference of prayer, I invite you to read one of the following three books 

or all of them, if possible. Reading these will help facilitate important conversations on what we are called to be in this 
present age. These books challenge us to understand what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and to demonstrate that 
leadership to “serve the present age” as Charles Wesley expressed it in one of his hymns. The books are:  

1. When “Spiritual but Not Religious” is Not Enough: Seeing God in Surprising Places, Even the Church by Lillian Daniel 
(Jericho Books, 2013). This is a humorous and sincere book about people finding God in the most unexpected places: 
prisons, airports, yoga classes, committee meetings, and, strangest of all, right there in church.   

2.  Building a Discipling Culture - How to Release a Missional Movement by Discipling People Like Jesus Did by Mike 
Breen and Steve Cockram (3 Dimension Ministries, 2011). This is a guide to overcoming our discipleship problem by making 
missional disciples like those we find in Scripture.  

3. The Missional Journey by Robert E. Logan (ChurchSmart, 2013). This book invites the church to be missional and 
dedicates a chapter showing how John Wesley gives us the greatest example of how to go about doing it.  

You may say that none of these authors are Methodists. Friends, I understand that, but as people of prayer, as people 
of God, and as people of the Pentecost, we also need to be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit and seek to deepen 
our discipleship by being willing to listen to other sources. Ecumenists such as John Wesley received ideas from Moravians 
in his ministry.  

Rev. Lillian Daniel has graciously agreed to be our Conference preacher for the 2014 Annual Conference. Kindly keep 
her and her family in your prayers as she prepares to come into our midst next year. Surely you have experienced in 
fellowship with other brothers and sisters in faith, the glorious satisfaction of having put your prayer life into action. Prayer 
leads to a sense of glory when prayer lives are lives of action.  

Mother Teresa once said, “The fruit of Silence is prayer. The fruit of Prayer is faith. The fruit of Faith is love. The fruit of 
Love is service. The fruit of Service is peace.” 2 Prayer ultimately leads to service, which brings peace to our souls and to our 
communities. When we are rooted in prayer, we gain a glimpse of glory that comes from the glow in our hearts and is 
shared by the glue that binds us together.  

Glory. Would you say it with me, my dear partners in ministry: “Glory!”  
There is a complete prayer that Jesus taught us. John Wesley, in his sermon on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, spoke of 

how thorough and complete is the Lord’s Prayer. “It contains all we can reasonably or innocently pray for,” said Wesley. 
[The Lord’s Prayer] is for the glory of God, whatever is needful or profitable, not only for ourselves, but for every creature in 
heaven and earth.”3  

As sisters and brothers formed in the image of God in all the beautiful diversity of the God’s beautiful creation, we are 
invited to be persons of prayer so that from us there emanates a glow and among us we are glued together and when 
joined together in action, we give glory to God.  

In my own life, I have experienced the power of prayer in exciting ways. Because our time today is limited, I cannot talk 
about all of those wonderful experiences of prayer in my life, but let me share a couple of them with you. When I was quite 



DAILY PROCEEDINGS 

15 
 

young, I was suffering from a very bad headache. One day, a lay person, Mr. J. Amoda, an evangelist, stopped by the house 
and my mother asked him to touch my head and pray for me. Pray for me he did, and do you know what? My headache 
disappeared!   

Another time, in 1979-80 I was looking for financial resources to help me in my doctoral studies and I was praying to 
God to find the way for me if it was in God’s will! One day as I was heading to the library to return some books, I was 
carrying them literally in my hands when a voice within me said, “Just leave these books here and go meet Rev. Dr. Anthony 
B. Fadely, a missionary in residence at the Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. Talk to 
him about your needs.”  I did so, and Dr. Fadely, without any hesitation, said to me, “Let me speak to two of my friends who 
are pastors in the United Methodist Church and explain to them your needs.” Guess what?  These two pastors, even though 
they did not know me, without even getting the approval from the needed committees, assured Dr. Fadely of their 
willingness to help me in my doctoral studies.   

When we are deeply rooted in prayer we draw the strength and power to do greater things in ministry and mission for 
the glory of God as disciples of Jesus Christ filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.  

When we do that, the theology of our ministry and mission become a “Rhubarb Theology.” Let me hasten to explain 
what I mean by “Rhubarb Theology.” When our family lived in a certain parsonage in our ministry, the trustees decided to 
put in a paved driveway to the parsonage. However, the next spring there appeared a bump in the driveway, and it got 
larger and larger. One day, a rhubarb plant had sprung up in the middle of that driveway. Later, a botanist told me that 
because the roots of a rhubarb plant are so strong and deep it was able to emerge through all kinds of obstacles and 
blockages, including blacktop.   

Friends, when our prayer lives are strong, our actions and ministry become powerful. Someone told me even before 
the demolition of the Berlin Wall, the Christians on both sides of the wall were praying for that to happen. As you know, a 
delegation from the Council of Bishops recently visited China. There we heard about the growing number of disciples of 
Christ in that country. Undoubtedly, one of the secrets of the growth of Christians and churches in China is their prayer life 
and their willingness to practice that prayer through service. A Chinese official said there are five major religions in China 
and among them Protestants make the greatest impact on the society. When asked how, his answer was that they practice 
love. Prayer in action indeed! In her book, entitled, You Are Already Praying: Stories of God at Work, Cathy H. George 
writes, “Prayer always takes place in the present. Not unlike breathing. We can’t take a breath in the past, nor can we 
breathe for the future; breathing exists for the present moment. As we practice prayer, we come more fully into the 
present moment.”4  

I invite you, my dear friends in Christ in the New England Conference, to embrace the vision of becoming a conference 
of prayer. Let that be the first step we take together. May we become a conference of prayer that leads to action. May I 
share with you this quote from Mother Teresa: “Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at 
[God’s] disposition, and listening to [God’s] voice in the depth of our hearts.”5  Once we do that the words of A Covenant 
Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition become a reality in our service to God as disciples of Jesus Christ filled with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Simultaneously, we are no longer worried about the loss of membership in our denomination or in our 
churches. We are not dominated by the fear of where the money will come from for our ministry, or whether we are in the 
area of the nation fertile for evangelism or not. Instead, we take the words of the Great Commission literally and 
courageously when Jesus Christ says to us, “Go therefore.” According to Dr. Verkuyl, in the Greek, the word for “Go 
therefore” [is]…porunthetes, which means, ‘to depart, to leave, to cross boundaries’---sociological boundaries, racial 
boundaries, cultural boundaries, geographic boundaries.”6 Of course, we cannot make disciples for Jesus Christ in the 
“present age,” unless we are willing to leave our comfort zones and other kinds of boundaries that limit our growth as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Friends, that is our history. Being deeply rooted in prayer, putting ourselves in the hands of God, and crossing 
boundaries – these are in our DNA as Christians in New England. And in the face of obstacles, it is our prayers and our faith 
that allow God to use us to make a way forward. How can we forget the dark and stormy night of 1869 when six women in 
Boston came to hear two lay people, Mrs. William Butler and Mrs. Edwin Parker, both spouses of missionaries in India home 
on furlough. When these six women heard the spiritual and physical needs of the women in India, the need for education 
and medicine as well, these six sisters did not waste time or energy! They called for another meeting, wrote a constitution 
and organized the Methodist Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS). They also pledged to give two cents a week and 
prayer so that it could be affordable to many. They also sent two educators to India: Isabella Thoburn and Dr. Clara Swain. 
Listen to this: Isabella Thoburn started the first Christian College for Women in Asia and Dr. Clara Swain started the first 
women’s hospital in Asia. Prayer in action.  
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Speaking about the power of prayer, hear this powerful testimony:  When Dr. Clara Swain went as a missionary to 
India, she said a need for a women’s hospital soon became obvious. Nearby a Moslem prince had 42 acres containing wells 
and gardens and a large house. This Nawab of Rampore had declared that he would never allow a Christian missionary into 
his city. Dr Swain travelled to Rampore and spent much time in prayer before meeting the prince. When she made her timid 
appeal that his land might be purchased, the prince replied, “Take it! Take it! I give it to you with much pleasure.”7 The 
power of prayer! God convinced a Muslim to give away land to start a Christian hospital. Isn’t it a great witness what we can 
do when we join with our brothers and sisters of other faiths in extending the Reign of God on this earth without losing our 
Christian identity and witness.  

Melville Cox, the first Methodist missionary to Liberia, emerged out of Maine. Those of you from the Cox Memorial 
Church, Hallowell, Maine, know his story. Melville Cox was the one who gave a clarion call saying, "Let a thousand die 
before Africa be given up!"  Yes, he died from malaria. But because of his vision, and others, today we have churches 
growing and disciples being made in large numbers in Africa! Perseverance through the obstacles – just like the rhubarb.  

In the last forty years you have nurtured, supported, lifted up from your midst, and gifted three of my colleagues in the 
Council of Bishops: Bishop Martin McLee, Bishop Clifton Ives, and Bishop Dale White. In the 1980s, Bishop Dale White gave 
a prophetic call to the members and leaders of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Council on youth ministries to go and meet 
our brothers and sisters in the former USSR and to learn from them.  Thirty plus years ago, it was a radical idea and he was 
criticized for it in some circles. But thanks be to God, the Mission of Peace is going stronger and stronger and hundreds of 
youth and leaders who have participated in the Mission of Peace to several countries have become leaders in many areas 
and are practicing their Christian discipleship today in meaningful ways in their life contexts and situations. God makes a 
way, and multiplies the blessings!  

My precious sisters and brothers in Christ, can you hear? Can you see? Can you feel the imprints you have left in the 
lives of others for the glory of God as disciples of Jesus Christ moved by the Holy Spirit? We still have a lot of opportunities 
to do God’s ministry and mission. As I have been visiting the churches and places across the New England Conference, I 
have witnessed and am elated that there are amazing ministries taking place in our churches and communities. There are 
some cutting edge and outside the box or beyond the box ministries happening in our churches across the conference. 
Praise the Lord! I wish tonight I could bring pastors, leaders and people from all of these churches and places to talk about 
their ministries. One among them is The River UMC, Woonsocket, RI, where Pastor Rebecca Lambert is the pastor. Pastor 
Lambert was just named the recipient of the Denman Evangelism Award! May I ask Rebecca to give her testimony:  

It is a cold and chilly winter night. The church feeds me and my children and the pastor treats me as a special person. 
We talk at the stairs sipping hot chocolate. For the first time in my life I feel I am special because of the Pastor’s hospitality 
even though I am homeless at the time. This is the beginning point of my new life.   

The miracle story has continued ever since. I became a member of the church and experienced the love of God and 
transformation both internally and externally.   

I am now a miracle baby because of Jesus’ love.  
After our beloved pastor left the church, the church began to decline. Our new pastor had a different vision apart from 

ours. The church was in trouble, in very BIG TROUBLE. We did not know where to turn and there were only six faithful people 
left. The church had depleted its funds and the building was in desperate need of repairs; the city of Woonsocket warned us 
to close the church. We were struggling and obviously we were financially, physically, and spiritually hurt. We were a dying 
congregation. Our ministries had dwindled down to almost nonexistent, and we had lost the trust of our community. The 
new pastor left because there was no money left. However, six members continued to stand together faithfully with prayer 
and into a promise that God had given us as a beacon of hope in the community in which we lived.  

Our new District Superintendent’s first job was to come and close our doors; for at that time there appeared to be no 
other option. The date was September 8, 2010. We gathered that faithful Saturday morning at the altar and began to pray. 
The prayers continued without ceasing throughout the day. When our District Superintendent Seok Hwan Hong arrived that 
evening, we were still in prayer. Rev. Hong respectfully waited until we finished. Even though our future looked bleak, the 
decision to close the church was unacceptable. You see, we believed, based on our prayer, that it was not God’s plan to close 
down The River UMC, no matter what the situation looked like.  

Yes, it is a fact that the church was penniless, had almost no ministry and was without a pastor BUT we did have 
something more precious, we had “two or more willing to gather in his name!” The church had taught us that it is not the 
building that makes a church but rather the people who gather together in Jesus’ name. We told the District Superintendent 
that we had a faithful lay speaker and we asked him to just give us a year to continue to be a church.  

It was at that point our D.S. attentively listened to us and lovingly saw our passion. He temporarily placed me in charge, 
with a plan to revive the church. Starting September 9, 2010 after our worship service, we started our intentional revival of 
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The River UMC. We placed notifications in every paper we could, we called every number we could find, and then we took to 
the streets knocking on doors, shaking the bushes & turning over the rocks. I humbly sought out assistance from other 
community church leaders, some of you are here today, asking for help on how to run a church. Most of all, before and after 
we did all that was in our power, we prayed, worshiped, and stayed in faith to the promise of provision from our God.  

We endured times of struggle; being robbed not once but twice, losing a roof on one building and suffering a major 
flood in another, as well as some very personal persecution, yet we continued to stay in faith.  Now, six people who have 
prayed with faith at the sanctuary has become 65 plus 24 youth church members.  

Here we are three years later, our feeding ministry has grown from 2 to 3 days a week, and we have trained a satellite 
feeding site through another area church so we could add a 4th day. We've added a monthly emergency food pantry and a 
free/low cost clothing and thrift store. We have connected ourselves with the area government agencies. And I have begun a 
covenant relationship with 4 churches of other denominations so that we can reach even further than our own boundaries.   

Through edification and expectation, we now have a lay speaking team of 7, two are pursuing education as chaplains, 
one is enrolling in Online Bible School, and we have another list of individuals looking to continue their spiritual growth 
through training.  

I have also had the honor of baptizing 18 youth and young adults and on May 5th, by profession of faith we welcomed 
our 40th new member into the United Methodist Congregation, through The River UMC.  

I believe that we are called to love others where they are but then we must challenge them to be more. This is where 
discipleship is lived out. I cannot remember where I heard this statement but it resonates in my heart, it was said.... In 
everything we do, we must show we are true ministers of God. We must patiently endure troubles and hardships and 
calamities of every kind even though there may come sorrows in our own life, we must remember it is only for a little while, 
and then the rejoicing of our Abba Father will be heard and seen through our obedience.  

2 Corinthians 6 says: “As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. Now is the time of God’s 
favor, now is the day of salvation.”   

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, I am a miracle child. We are a miracle church today. There was no hope in our church 
but we prayed and God answered. If I can be a miracle child, you can be, too. If our church revives in the name of Jesus, your 
church can also be resurrected by the power of Jesus’ love.  

Thank you, Pastor Rebecca, and all the pastors, leaders, and churches where transformational ministries are taking 
place across the New England Annual Conference.  

There is room in our conference to make more and more disciples for Jesus Christ! There are lots of ways and 
opportunities for each one of us, and each one of our churches, large and small, urban, rural, or suburban, to serve God! As 
your Episcopal leader, may I prayerfully place before you some of my hopes and dreams that I pray we can accomplish as 
we journey together? May I share the vision God has placed on my heart so that we can change the world together…even if 
it is one life at a time?  

One, it is my hope and dream that we as a conference commit ourselves to saving at least 150,000 lives through the 
Imagine No Malaria campaign. I want to thank and appreciate every one of you for your faithful participation in the Nothing 
but Nets and Imagine No Malaria campaigns. Through the Nothing but Nets program we prevented mosquito-driven deaths 
by fifty percent! And through the Imagine No Malaria campaign we can save even more lives. Friends, I hope I don’t have to 
explain the damage done by killer diseases such as malaria. Malaria is a disease of the poor, and left untreated, children 
who die of malaria first suffer convulsions, coma, organ failure, and ultimately death. I do thank you for fully supporting and 
raising money for the Nothing but Nets campaign - what a blessing. However, even though we have cut the death rate by ½ 
in the last few years since we began the Nothing but Nets campaign, as we meet here, someone is dying from malaria every 
60 seconds. There is more work to do. And so today I appeal to you to support the Imagine No Malaria efforts financially 
and prayerfully.   

Two, we need to develop leaders in our churches in the style of class leaders of the days of John Wesley- not 
necessarily to start class meetings but to give birth to house churches, or what I would personally call “house faith groups.” 
These leaders - once identified, recruited, and coached by the pastors in their respective churches - will be trained by the 
Director of Congregational Development of our Conference, or for those who are in extension ministry appointed directly 
by the Bishop, to go to all kinds of neighborhoods and places to reach out to new people. These house faith groups can 
come together as Bible study groups, discussion groups, prayer groups, or other gatherings as you imagine in your own 
context. I see our conference giving birth to 1,000 house faith groups in the next few years. Remember, “God doesn’t call 
the qualified, God qualifies the called.” Clergy and leaders, if you or the church you are appointed to serve at this time are 
interested in starting these house faith groups, I want you to contact your District Superintendent. We want to start this 
right away.  
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Three, we cannot do ministry and mission without hearing the words of Jesus who said, “…You cannot serve God and 
wealth” (Matthew 6:24,NRSV). Kindly do not misunderstand me. I understand there is poverty; there are financial problems 
in our churches. I am not dismissing that. However, in my recent visit to China I learned something which I would like to 
share with you. The churches we visited in China do not pass offering plates. There are offering boxes in churches for 
people to place their offerings. When asked the giving level of Chinese Protestants, one church leader replied, “ten per cent 
or more.” When asked about the poor people, he replied, “The poor give not less than five percent of their income.” May I 
challenge all who are here and who are not here to prayerfully and spiritually reflect on your giving? If every United 
Methodist who attends worship services in the New England Conference sacrificed 167 cups of coffee a year (at the rate of 
$1.50 for a cup of coffee), our conference budget would be met one hundred percent, including missions!  

Now, some of you can afford to do more than that and I have a prayerful request for you. May I challenge you to 
consider becoming my coffee or tea and prayer partners by giving up 198 more cups of coffee or tea for a year (that adds 
up to 365 cups of coffee a year)?   

I need 500 partners to help us start doing some innovative and strategic ministries in the conference, such as helping 
younger clergy join learning groups, helping the laity to become apprentices for Jesus in their secular setting, training 
spiritual formation gurus all across the conference and dreaming and planning other innovative ministries to help the laity 
and clergy to become transformational leaders.  Five hundred prayer partners – the price of a cup of coffee or tea, every 
day 198 days a year – would mean approximately $150,000 to support innovation and increase our impact. 1,000 partners – 
over $300,000.   

Imagine the impact across New England! I also hope to partner with the General Board of Discipleship and the Path 1 
Team to help place a young potential planter in a large impact church so that he or she is prepared in the best possible way 
to plant new places for new people. I want to help young adults and youth in our churches deepen their spirituality by 
offering them scholarships to go to places that deepen their understanding of Christian discipleship. I want to assure you 
that this fund will be administered by the Council on Finance and Administration of our Conference.  

If you are willing to participate in this will you kindly fill in the cards that are being circulated to you and place them in a 
box in the Chapel. If you want to talk about this with your friends or to make it a church project in your churches and 
communities, please make copies of these cards which are on our Conference website and encourage your friends to return 
them to me in the Conference office or as I visit districts this fall.  

Four, I want us to embrace and support the “B-1: Fast Today, Change Tomorrow” program of the United Methodist 
Church for famine relief. This is a 24-hour fasting event for young people that raises money to empower the poor and 
disempower unjust systems sustaining poverty in our world. May we challenge and support our youth and young people to 
become the crusaders to address the issues of poverty so that we as a Conference can truly claim and embrace the ministry 
with the poor in our rural and urban settings and everywhere in our communities, nation, and world. To promote this 
ministry, I would like to appoint Jennifer Carpenter as a voluntary coordinator for this conference year.  

Last but not least, as people of the Pentecost, we need to do everything in our power to hear the words of Jesus who 
says, “Go therefore” (Matthew 28:19) in making disciples for the transformation of the world. Over the last few months I 
have heard the words loud and clear, in formal and informal settings: We are New Englanders. Friends, I hear you, I hear 
you, and I hear you. However, as your brother in Christ, let me say we are the disciples of Jesus Christ first and New 
Englanders second. Our marching orders come not from the voices of the coastline or the mountains of New England, but 
from the One who walked on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ challenges us to be people of 
God and to go places where we are uncomfortable. Last year, the Strategic Task Force was created to think and outline a 
strategic plan for our conference. It is a great team and we are thankful to and appreciative of my precious brother and 
colleague, Bishop Peter Weaver for nominating this great team.  They have been working faithfully, diligently, and 
courageously. As they approach you for your wisdom, thoughts, hopes, and dreams, may I request you extend your support 
and participation prayerfully and lovingly, so that together we may discern what it means when we sing the words coined 
by Charles Wesley, “To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill, O may it all my powers engage, to do my Master’s will!”8  

As I conclude my address, I want you to watch a video clip which was taken immediately after my election to the 
Episcopacy in 2004.  

Kindly watch with me a video clip of the moments after the Jurisdictional Conference of 2004.    
Bishop Neil L. Irons:  
The number of valid ballots: 274. The number of ballots required to elect: 165. There is an election. With 169 votes you 

have elected to be consecrated Bishop on Friday, Sudarshana Devadhar. Well, we must be listening to the Spirit.  I don’t 
ever recall when on the first two ballots we’ve had two elections. I think now we would like to invite the Bishop-elect to 
come and bring a word to this Jurisdictional Conference.  
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Bishop Devadhar:  
Dear Bishops, Sisters and Brothers in Christ, I can only say Praise be to God in the name of Jesus Christ. I stand here 

before you today because people along the journey lifted me up.  My Bishops, my District Superintendents, colleague 
pastors and laity in the conference, my brothers and sisters in the North Central New York Conference, Western New York 
Conference, and colleagues in the National Federation of Asian American United Methodists, all of you have lifted me up. 
As I have said before, like Mother Theresa, I don’t want to promise you that I will be successful but I will be faithful and I will 
try my level best to do that and please pray for me and for my wife and daughter.  

Friends, what I said in 2004 still holds true for me. As I journey with you, I do not promise that I will be successful, but 
what I promise you is that I will try my best to be faithful to my calling as a baptized Christian, as an ordained clergy, and as 
a consecrated bishop of the Church. What I envisioned for the Church as I offered myself as a candidate for Episcopacy is 
still my vision: “I envision a Church of the Pentecost in which the Holy Spirit is igniting, gifting, and empowering God’s 
children of all ages, backgrounds, colors, and personalities to glorify their Creator as passionate witnesses for Jesus Christ. 
Such a church does not merely serve the poor, the left out, the different, but welcomes them warmly into its heart, home 
and worship.”   

We are called to glow with the power of the Holy Spirit, the glue that holds us together, all for the glory of God.  
FRIENDS if we do this…imagine what God can do in us and through us!…And it can start right now:  
• What if, because of the actions of this Annual Conference… a year or five years from now, because of what you and 

I decide to do today to eradicate malaria, instead children dying every 60 seconds, there are no more malaria deaths 
anywhere; but instead, each of these children finally has a chance at life.   

• What if you shared your hopes, dreams, and concerns to deepen our Christian apprenticeship with the members of 
the Strategic Task Force prayerfully and enthusiastically so that we together as a conference dream dreams and envision 
what the great missionary William Carey described: “Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God.”  

• What if we were to have risk-taking, innovation, and courageous leaders like Archbishop Oscar Romero, Rev. Dr. 
Peter Gordon Gould, Rachel Carson, and Rosa Parks so that new movements for God’s glory to fight against all kinds of 
isms, phobias, and poverty at all levels, emerge like the waves on the shores and the grandeur of the mountainsides of New 
England, like the colorful palette glory of the leaves of the Fall season, the beauty of the snow of the winter, the promise of 
the emerging buds and flowers of the New England spring, and the fun of the parties of the summer.   

• Can you imagine this conference starting 1,000 house faith groups throughout the conference? What would 
happen if after Annual Conference you went back to your church and, as a church, identified, recruited, and trained at least 
3 leaders and started 3 house faith groups in your community?  What if those 3 groups gave birth to 3 more groups and 
those 9 groups gave birth to 9 more groups, and those 9 groups gave birth to 27 more groups - all because you made a 
commitment to grow.   

• What if you, and many in your churches and communities, experiment just for a year, by taking the bold step of 
becoming coffee/tea prayer partners with your congregations and with your Bishop and invite and recruit a few people in 
your churches and communities to do so also? When it starts yielding special fruits for the glory of God, may we take it 
further along the way?  

• What if, instead of hunkering down in our churches, we decided that it is time to get out; it is time to dust off the 
pews and “go” into the world and preach the Good News? What if you and I together committed to leave the shores of our 
churches and began to walk, not only along the shore of Galilee, but venture into the waters and climb mountains that we 
are afraid to climb? And what if your decision to accept these challenges became the glue that caused a movement so 
earth-shattering that not even the gates of hell could close us down, but instead, experience God’s glory and promise?  

Friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, this is my vision. This is what I see God doing among us. This is what I see in you! 
I see a church that is fully and wholeheartedly in love with God, glowing with the presence of the Holy Spirit, and as Jesus 
sees us “bringing [the] Good News to the poor, proclaiming freedom to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, and 
setting the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18).  I see a church that is committed to the poor, the “have-nots” and the least of 
these; and unashamed of speaking out on behalf of the marginalized.  

It can and it does start right now, today… right here… with you and me.   
Glow, glue, and glory. Let us help one another, let us reach out to one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. Above 

all, let us pray for one another, so that filled with the grace of God, love of Christ, and fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we 
together make a difference in the New England area and all of God’s creation.  
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Laity and Clergy, we are in this journey together. Let us continue to blossom for the glory of God, filled with the love of 
the compassionate Jesus Christ, and listening to the guidance and nudging of the Holy Spirit in our lives. As we do this, let us 
be people of prayer, prayer to serve God as He wants us to serve, as disciples of Jesus Christ, filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit! As we do this, may we sing together prayerfully and joyfully, “A Charge to Keep I Have,” Hymn # 413 in our 
hymnals.  May I request the musical team play by themselves the first and the third verses, and may I request the 
congregation join them by singing verses two and four.   

Following the singing of “A Charge to Keep I Have,” may I ask our Conference Lay Leader, Rene Wilbur, to lead us in 
prayer. 
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Addendum #2 – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar’s Ordination Sermon - Luke 7:36-50– June 14, 2013 
 

 “Do You See…?”  
Some of you may have seen the 2005 movie, The Wedding Crashers, which starred Vince Vaughn and Owen Wilson. In 

this culture it is considered inappropriate behavior to crash a wedding. Not so in India. Nearly fifteen years ago, a few clergy 
and laity from the United States, including me, were on a Journey of Understanding to India. The host at one of our stops, 
Mr. M.R.H. Punja, gave us a tour of a famous temple in this town. As we were visiting the temple there was a wedding 
taking place. Since some of the team members expressed a desire to see a Hindu wedding, Mr. Punja said that it would not 
be a problem and inquired whose wedding was in progress. Once he realized it was a wedding of a son or daughter of one 
his friends, he told the team they were welcome to join the celebration. We entered the hall and the receptionist asked us 
to sit down for lunch. We did so and all of us had a great time. We were wedding crashers. You see, however, that crashing 
a wedding party is not a big deal in many communities in India. Even today, people crash wedding parties in the name of a 
friend, relative, or associate. A year and a half ago, when I was on my Renewal leave in India, Prema and I wanted to 
observe a Coorgi wedding. So a friend of ours who was invited to such a wedding helped us crash the party. Wedding 
celebrations in India are not necessarily limited to relatives and friends; it is common for wedding guests to bring someone 
with them even though they are not on the guest list.  

In the Scriptural passage that was read for us, Jesus was not at a wedding party, but Simon, one of the Pharisees, was 
hosting a party for Jesus and invited Jesus to eat at his house. Of course, he might have had a selected list of people on his 
guest list. But this sister, who might have been on the gossip list of many of the invitees to the party, decided to crash the 
party, only because she wanted to meet Jesus. She knew Jesus was going to be there. It is interesting that we do not know 
who invited her to be there; perhaps Jesus invited her, perhaps one of the Pharisees invited her. Who knows? Maybe 
people were crashing parties at Jesus’ time. Neither the host nor his relatives blocked her from being at the party. She not 
only crashed the party, but found a place as close as possible to Jesus.  

Though the gospel writer indicates that “she was a sinner” (verse 37), one needs to understand that she was an 
intelligent and perceptive person. She knew how to treat a guest! She literally understood what radical hospitality was all 
about! She offered Jesus what host Simon failed to offer; the welcoming of the guest in a culture of the day and 
community! It is noted in the gospel, “She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears  
and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment” (verse 38).  

We need to stop here and give deeper attention to this special respect given to Jesus. What does it really mean in that 
culture that she “bathed his feet with her tears?” According to one scholar, it was common for people to collect their tears 
in cups during the time of Jesus, and it is believed that there is a chemical difference in tears that come out of joy or sorrow. 
According to Julie Sheldon, “The Jews did not separate body from soul; they believed how people feel physically affects 
their emotions, and emotions affect physiology. For them it was not grief that caused tears, but tears that cause grief. That 
is why they thought about saving the tears that cause grief. By putting them in a little cup they could be corked, and saved 
until the time when another tear-provoking thought came - perhaps, of a departed loved one. Then the tear cup would be 
opened, more tears would be cried, and saved...First-century Jews would say to one another ‘Go on, cry. Here's tear cup. 
Save your tears. Fill it up and we will get you another one.' The beautiful picture of the woman washing Jesus’ feet with her 
tears may mean she no longer felt it necessary to save her past grief in a tear cup but she poured out all her grief on Jesus' 
feet."1  

She did not stop there. She continued her radical hospitality by wiping his feet with her own hair, kissing his feet, and 
by anointing them with the costliest ointment. She did not care what rule she might be violating but she wanted to make 
good use of her time with her Jesus. The Pharisees, observing Jesus’ calm presence when all of this was happening, started 
criticizing him and began questioning his leadership. They even tried to instigate something by saying, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know what kind of woman this is who is touching him -that she is sinner” (verse 39). Can you see? These 
Pharisees continuously labeled her a “sinner.” But Jesus, demonstrating his self-differentiated leadership, turned to the 
host, not the talkers, and used this opportunity as a teaching moment by sharing with Simon, a parable.  

As my New Testament teacher, Rev. Dr. Harold Moulton reminded us, “Parables are earthly stories with a heavenly 
meaning.” Once he finished his parable, Jesus challenged Simon with a million dollar question, “Do you see this woman?” 
(verse 44). Jesus did not stop with this question but continued to demonstrate to the guests the prophetical elements of his 
leadership by telling Simon what was wrong in his hospitality and how this uninvited guest had complemented what was 
lacking in his hospitality! Once he did all of that, he blessed the woman with his pastoral presence by healing her with the 
words, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace” (verse 50).  
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So my dear ordinands and commissioners, now that the church, through its process, has brought you thus far, by the 
grace of God, and with the love, support, and help of your families, loved ones, and friends, and now that you are ready to 
go into the world to preach the word with authority, what is the relevance of this Scriptural passage to you? “Do you see 
this woman?” (verse 44) is not a question limited only to the event which took place nearly two thousand years ago -it is a 
question God is challenging you and me to ask every moment, every day, and always.  

God who called you into this ministry even before the church affirmed it, is challenging you with this question as we do 
our ministry as followers of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, always seeking and yearning for the Holy Spirit to lead us, 
guide us, and nudge us.  

“Do you see?”  
“Do you see this woman?”  
“Do you see this man?”  
“Do you see this musician?”  
Do you see the question you should be asking as clergy? Laity who are witnesses to this service of ordination and 

commissioning, these questions are not limited to clergy, but to all baptized Christians.  
We live in a world which continuously places people in boxes, calls them by all kinds of labels, titles, and pseudonyms, 

and does not allow them to do their ministry because they do not see them beyond their color, race, nationalities, sexual 
orientations, theological understandings, accents, economic status, and the list goes on.  

My dear ordinands and commissioners, you are starting, or in some cases continuing, your ministry in challenging and 
hopeful times. Challenging because you are going to serve our God in a post-Christendom area where the church is in the 
margins of society. You are going to serve the Lord at a time when the Pew Research Group says that one out of five in our 
communities is a “none,” meaning those who have no faith affiliations. But it is also a hopeful time because it does not 
matter whether you are in the midst of urban or rural poor, or in a congregation of professionals or academicians; you have 
plenty of opportunities to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Can you hear this? Not to 
make members, but disciples for Jesus Christ to transform the world.  

As I was preparing this sermon, I was reminded of a writing from one of my colleagues in the Council of Bishops, Bishop 
Sharon A. Brown Christopher. She writes, “Early in my Episcopal ministry a pastor came to my office to visit. Toward the end 
of our conversation he reached into his pocket and brought forth a piece from a chess set -the bishop -and handed it to me. 
He said to me, ‘Look at this bishop and tell me what you see.’ I quickly noted that the distinguishing characteristic of this 
bishop was his eyes. ‘His eyes are wide open,’ I said. Pleased with my response, the pastor went on to say that he wanted 
me to have this chess¬board bishop, carved on the holy island of Iona. Since that day it has occupied a prominent place on 
my study desk and served as a reminder of the necessity for bishops to keep their eyes wide open to the movement of God, 
the interactions of the world, and the work of the Church.”2  

I would like to add that it is necessary not just for bishops, but all clergy and laity, “keep their eyes wide open to the 
movement of God, the interactions of the world, and the work of the Church.”3 My dear ordinands and commissioners, it is 
our calling to challenge, stimulate, inspire, and nudge people to keep their eyes open to the movement of God in churches, 
communities, nation, and world. It is up to us to help people interact with the world for the work of the church, meaning 
the people of God. As you do this, the world will push back, and corner you, because of your background, your accent, your 
color, your theology…… But at moments like this, be like Jesus. Be a calm person and a self-differentiated child of God.  

In her powerful commencement address, at the George Washington University, actor, Dr. Kerry Washington said to the 
graduating class of 2013, “When you leave here today and commence the next stage of your life, you can follow someone 
else's script, try to make choices that will make other people happy, avoid discomfort, do what is expected, and copy the 
status quo. Or you can look at all that you have accomplished today and use it as fuel to venture forth and write your own 
story. If you do, amazing things will take shape.’’4 While I completely agree with Dr. Washington, may I add to that by 
saying you should follow your own script by acting and living your own faith stories. Inspire, challenge, and stimulate others 
to become change agents for God on this earth.  

Like Jesus, be pastoral and prophetic at the same time. Kindly do not be naïve. Many times judgments and criticisms 
come not just from people in your churches and communities; they also come from your colleagues because you are doing 
something in your church and community that they cannot match. Or they do not understand how hard you worked even 
at the expense of your own holidays and other benefits, and now all of a sudden they want to be in your pulpit. Or like 
Joseph’s brothers, they would put you in a pit with the help of their friends and try to crash your ministry. At moments like 
that, be a non-anxious presence, be a self-differentiated leader, and bring your tears to God and to Jesus, not with human 
power or because of the power and entitlement you feel because of the diplomas that hang on your walls, but with the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Your Bishop may not see you, your DS may not see you, even your SPRC, or your best friends may 
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not see you, but Jesus does. Don’t do your ministry fearing your Bishop, DS, or even your lay leader, but “Fear God and love 
God and be faithful to the God who called you!”  

My dear ordinands and commissioners, please do not think that I got where I am today without any of this. Yes, there 
were people who threatened to leave the church because of my accent, or they did not like the sermons I preached. In 
moments like that, God’s grace prevailed, sometimes speaking through my Bishops, District Superintendents, clergy 
colleagues or parishioners.  

Laity, these clergy came to this point because they were called by God, supported by their families, loved ones, 
teachers, mentors, and well-wishers, sent by you, and affirmed by the church and by their clergy colleagues. Continue to 
love them, nurture them, encourage them and as one of your former beloved Bishop James Mathews used to say, I was 
told, “Oversee and overlook.” Hear the words of Jesus, “Do you see?” See the good points in them and affirm them before 
you concentrate on their negative points and spend all your energy on those. Allow their cups to overfill with fresh 
theological juices, with a prophetic mind and a pastoral heart. I stand in front of you today because of God’s grace and the 
help given to me by many precious laity and clergy in my life. When I look at some of these notes from yellow pads, I try to 
remember if I really did preach these sermons. Thank God for the overwhelming graciousness of the laity I was privileged 
and blessed to serve.  

Above all, pray, pray, pray for them. When I was elected to the Episcopacy, one of the saints of the church, a lay 
woman from the New York Annual Conference, the late Shirley Paris said, “I will pray for you.” She not only said that, but 
from time to time sent me a note reminding me that she was praying for me. I wish that I had saved all those cards. But 
thanks be to God I still have in my possession the first card she sent to me. In that card she wrote, “As promised I keep you 
in daily prayer. Know that you will continue to experience the presence of God with peace and joy and strength as you 
exercise this new ministry to which you are called. Every blessing as you approach your very first Annual Conference as 
presiding Bishop. Shalom! And it was signed Shirley, March 30, 2005. Friends, the prayers of people like Shirley and scores 
of others have sustained me through the years by the grace of God. Thanks be to God.  

Laity and clergy, pray for Rebecca, Sunmin, Evan, Kim, Geisa, Cheryl, Dan, Seok-Cheol, Hyung¬Kyu, Edward, Frederico, 
Jinyong, David and Katherine, these precious people every day, so that they do their ministry fearing God, loving Jesus, and 
embracing the Holy Spirit. Pray that along the way, moment by moment, people who are at the margins will be allowed to 
crash the party. Pray that they see the world as Jesus wants us to, so that we as a church get excited not about maintaining 
the institution, but by extending the reign of God so that it once again becomes a movement in our midst, Amen. 

1 Julie Sheldon: The Blessing of Tears, The Blessing of Tears (Norwich, Norfolk: Canterbury Press, 2004), pp. 22-23.  
2 James K. Mathews & William B. Oden (eds.) Vision and Supervision: A Sourcebook of Significant Documents of the Council of Bishops of the United 

Methodist Church, 1968-2002 (Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2003), p.9.  
3 ibid  
4 Kerry Washington. Keynote speech at GWU 2013, Commencement Ceremony taken from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCCtJLHmMrE.  
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Addendum #3 – SERMON - June 14, 2013 
Wilbur C. Ziegler Award for Excellence in Preaching 

Title:  You did it to Me 
Matthew 25: 31-46; John 12: 1-8 

 
Good Morning! 

I would like to ask you two questions, the first one is easy and the second one is not easy. 
First, what is the name of our church?   Yes!  Bethany!    
Second, do you know the meaning of the word, Bethany?  Poor house or House of Misery! 
According to the gospel passage today, Jesus went to Bethany to spend time with his friends. 
Biblical village Bethany in Jesus’ time! 
Bethany First UMC in Roslindale in 2013! 
Please continue to think using your spiritual imagination about the connection between these two.  We are God’s children 
and the people of Bethany First UMC.   
Story 

As you are pondering, I would like to share with you a story this morning.  Bethany First celebrated Pre- Christmas with 
children and youth at Washington Beech St. Public Housing in Roslindale on December 15, 2012.  It was the last Out-
Reaching ministry and mission of the Bethany First UMC in 2012.   As you know,   Bethany First Church has carried on out 
reaching ministry and mission in our community since 2006, and it has become the Bethany church tradition.  We Bethany 
people go out into the community to share God’s love.  Bethany celebrates Easter and Christmas with residents in the 
Washington Beech St. housing before we celebrate Easter and Christmas at our own church building. 

On December 15th, the out-reaching ministry team and other church members joined the Pre-Christmas celebration 
ministry and prayed and distributed Christmas gifts to children and youth.  We played games and sang Christmas carols.   It 
was a joyous and blessed Christmas party.  In the middle of party, one of our church participants approached and told me:  
 “Pastor, you told me that the residents of this public housing are poor and need our support, love and prayers.  I have 
difficulty understanding what you mean.  They are not poor people. They are living in a decent and nice building.  Look at 
this room (fellowship hall) and the building.  This building is a new and beautiful apartment complex and condominium and 
much, much better than my own house.”  I told her that “The residents here are the lowest-income people in Boston.  Most 
of them are first-generation immigrants and do not speak English.  For living, they are depending on the assistance of 
federal, state, and city of Boston governments.  And they do not own these apartment and pay rent.  They are the poorest 
people in our community.”   And I added, “This apartment and community are their homes, and they need our love and 
support.” Bethany First will continue to do outreaching ministry and mission for our sisters and brothers in our community.    
We will support and love especially the poor people in our church and in our community. 

According to the gospel of John, Bethany was a place where Jesus felt safe,   a place he could call home on Earth. Not 
Bethlehem where he was born.  Not Nazareth where he grew up. Not Jerusalem where he preached, taught, and healed 
people and died.   

According to the gospel of John, before entering into Jerusalem and the final days of his ministry and mission on earth, 
Jesus visited his favorite place:  Bethany. Why was Bethany the favorite place on earth for Jesus?  First of all, Jesus loved 
and cared for the needy, especially the poor and sick people.    Many New Testament scholars tell us that ancient Bethany 
was the site of an almshouse for the poor and a place of care for the sick. 
 Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha invited Jesus to dinner at their home at Bethany.  Martha served. 
Mary came in with a jar of very expensive aromatic oils and anointed and massaged Jesus feet. She wiped them with her 
hair. The fragrance of the oils filled the house. Judas said, “Why wasn’t this oil sold and the money given to the poor?” Jesus 
knew that Judas said this not because he cared for poor people but because he was a thief. In response to Judas, Jesus said, 
“Let her alone.  She is anticipating and honoring the day of my burial.  You always have the poor with you.  You don’t always 
have me”. 

Before going further I would like to note here that some people misunderstand Jesus’ response to Judas that “You will 
always have the poor with you.”   
1. Have you ever heard that quote used as a way of saying that there is nothing you can do about poverty? 
2. Some even act as if Jesus meant there is no use in trying to help poor people because you will always have the poor 

among us. 
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Here Jesus was quoting from Deuteronomy 15 and everyone present knew it. In that chapter, Moses speaks to the 
people who are the verge of crossing over to the Promised Land.  Moses tells them that even in a land overflowing with 
milk and honey there will be poor among them. But Moses goes on to say that it is their responsibility to care for poor 
people! It’s not an option! It’s not charity! It is a divine command! 

Jesus was telling the nosy bodies who were worried about what Mary of Bethany was doing not only to mind their own 
business, but to mind to their business – their business of caring for poor people themselves.  And we inherit that command 
from Jesus. 

Rather than criticize others for their giving (I believe Jesus was certainly pleased by Mary’s choice to serve him directly), 
we need to constantly refocus our hearts upon our giving to the work of the gospel.  There is a lot we ought to be doing—
and as Jesus and Moses, made clear, it’s not optional! It is the Law! 

A Holy Law! Throughout Israel’s history and in early Christianity, the poor are agents of God’s transforming power. “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18).  This was Jesus’ first 
proclamation.   

In the Last Judgment, so dramatically described in the Gospel of Matthew, we are told that we will be judged according 
to how we respond to the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, and the prisoner. (Matthew 25:31-46). 

As followers of Jesus, we are challenged to make a fundamental “option for the poor” – to speak for the voiceless, to 
defend the defenseless, to assess styles, policies, and social institutions in terms of their impact on the poor.  This “option 
for the poor” does not mean pitting one group against another, but rather, strengthening the whole community by assisting 
those who are most vulnerable.  As Christians, we are called to respond to the needs of all our brothers and sisters, 
however, those with the greatest needs require the greatest response.  

Why was Bethany the favorite place on earth for Jesus?  Second, Jesus found friendship, love, and caring at Bethany. 
This small settlement was the home of his great friends Lazarus, Martha, and Mary.  Jesus wept over Lazarus before calling 
him forth from his tomb.   Now he takes time to celebrate a joyful, special meal with his restored friend.  The one who had 
been laid in his tomb was now reclining at the table alongside Jesus. Just 1.5 miles outside of Jerusalem,   Bethany was still 
far away to be “far enough away.”   Jesus’ best friends – Lazarus, Martha, Mary—kept their home open for him and for his 
disciples, always welcoming and always open-armed.    

Yes!   Bethany was not where Jesus went to preach or teach. Bethany was where Jesus went to hang out with his 
“buddies.” Martha, Mary and Lazarus were Jesus’ friends. Bethany was a place where Jesus, physically, emotionally and 
spiritually, found the strength and support to continue to do his ministry and carry out mission on earth.   

We know that the hometown people of Nazareth threatened Jesus.   But no one threatened Jesus at Bethany.   Rather 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus welcomed him and shared their genuine love with him.  Jesus enjoyed friendship along with 
good, family-style food at Bethany. Mary’s gift of the perfume added another layer to the celebration of that evening. 

When Jesus wanted to be alone to pray and communicate with God, he went into the wilderness.  Jesus prayed in the 
wilderness where he found communion with God he proclaimed. The Gospels recount Jesus’ going out into the wilderness 
for forty days at the beginning of his ministry. During his ministry Jesus regularly went into the wilderness to find God. Mark 
describes Jesus getting up early in the morning and going out to a deserted place to pray (Mark 1:35). Luke says that in one 
of his references to Jesus at prayer, Jesus goes out to a mountain and spends the night in prayer (Luke 6:12). As Jesus’ 
passion approaches,  gospel of Matthew, Mark, Luke tell of his praying outdoors in the garden of Gethsemane, where he 
struggles in darkness and pain and entrusts his life and death to God. 

When Jesus needed friendship, love, caring, encouragement, and nurturing he went to Bethany. 
Jesus had one special place:  Bethany. When Jesus needed fellowship with his closest friends he traveled to Bethany.   Frank 
Viola calls Bethany “Jesus’ favorite place on Earth.” 

It was the place where he felt safe.  
It was the place where he felt loved. 
It was the place where he had a close connection to friends who were not evaluating his ministry or criticizing his 
ministry. 
It was the place where Jesus shared his joys, sorrows, concerns, disappointments, and frustrations.  
It was the place where Jesus was accepted for who he was. 

Friends! 
Do you have a place where you feel safe?  A place you can call home or spiritual home? A place you can be you? 
Do you have a place where you can be healed, physically, emotionally, and spiritually? 

I hope and pray that Bethany First UMC and your church and every church in the New England Conference and churches in 
the global village  is that place and community for you. 
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Let’s remember the needy people and poor people among us at our church and in our community.  Let’s open our 
hearts and share God’s love with residents of the Washington Beech St Public Housing, the homeless people of the House 
of Hope, the lonely and needy people at the Roslindale House and the needy people who are coming to the Greater Boston 
Food Bank. 

I hope and pray that when you worship and have fellowship at our church, each one of you individually and as a 
community of faith, that you and I hear God’s voice saying, “I have called you by name and I love you.” I also hope and pray 
that when we go out to the community and share God’s love with people, especially poor people, you and I hear God’s 
voice saying “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world” (Matthew 25:34). 

We go outside four walls and into a community and share God’s love with poor and needy people 
We are God’s children and people of the New England Conference. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jung Sun Oh, Recipient 2013  
  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


