
MEMOIRS: 2008 - 2009 

CLERGY 

James Mase Ault

Remembered as Bishop, prominent educator, and ecumenical leader, but especially for
“his commitment to being a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ”, Bishop Ault was born on
August 24, 1918 in Sayre, PA, the third of five sons to Tracey Everett Ault, railroad
worker, and Bessie Mase Ault, schoolteacher. After graduating from the local public
schools, he became an apprentice in a local tool-and-die plant. He met his wife
Dorothy Mae Barnhart at the (Sayre) Methodist Youth Fellowship. They were married
in 1943 while he was serving in the US Army as a lieutenant in San Francisco, han-
dling supplies for the Pacific theater during WWII. 

Following his military service, James attended Colgate University, Syracuse, NY,
during which time he served the Preston Charge in the Wyoming Annual Conference. He was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa, graduated with honors in 1949, and went on to Union Theological Seminary, where he graduated at the
top of his class. He then served several churches in the Northern New Jersey and the Wyoming Conferences as
well as the Methodist church in Pittsfield, MA. 

James then joined the faculty of Union to teach practical theology, and later became Dean of Students. He
then became Dean and Professor of practical theology for four years at Drew University, where he expanded out-
reach to Korean and Hispanic/Latino pastors.

In 1972, James was elected bishop by the Northeastern Jurisdiction and served eight years in the Philadelphia
area and eight years in the Pittsburgh area. He became secretary of the Council of Bishops (1980–84) and later it’s
President (1986–87). He worked against apartheid with both the National and the World Councils of Churches.
He played a significant role in helping Puerto Rican Methodists become self-governing. .During his term as a
director and later President of the General Board of Global Ministries, Bishop Ault and his wife Dorothy met with
many church leaders in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America. He helped develop the benchmark statement,
“Partnership in God’s Mission,” to encourage and build world-wide mission projects and networks.

A skilled communicator, “working diligently for a better world, Bishop Ault wrote a monthly column in the
United Methodist Mission magazine, New World Outlook. He was the author of “Responsible Adults for
Tomorrow’s World,” published by the Women’s Division, Board of Global Ministries.

Bishop Ault died peacefully at age 90 on September 31, 2008 in Brunswick. Maine. A memorial service was
held at the Brunswick United Methodist church on November 1, 2008. He is survived by his wife of 65 years,
Dorothy (Barnhart) Ault; a brother and sister-in-law, Alfred and Ada Ault of Potomac, MD; a son James Jr. of
Northampton, MA; a daughter Kathryn Ault of Brunswick, ME; a daughter and son-in-law Beth and Will Ault
Brinker; four grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.

Benjamin B. Conley

Remembered as a compassionate pastoral counselor as well as author, Ben was born
on November 23, 1932 in Tampa, FL to Phyllis Hoag Conley and Conrad Conley. He
earned an M Div. at Vanderbilt University, followed by graduation from Blanton-Peal
Institute in New York. 

Ben became a licensed marriage and family therapist in Florida and was appoint-
ed as pastoral counselor for many years, continuing his practice even after retirement.
He was co-founder of the Foundation of Religion and Mental Health in New York
State, serving that organization since the 1960s. He was also the author of several
books related to his profession including “The Spiritual Connection: Values, Faith, and
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Psychotherapy” (written in 2001) and “The Meaning of Love: Making Relationships Work.” A close friend charac-
terized him as a seeker of truth, one with a deep curiosity and desire to understand human experience and share
that understanding. 

Ben died suddenly of heart failure at his home on November 2, 2008. A memorial service was held on
November 8 in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, with a personal friend, the Rev. Jules J. Auger of Portland, Oregon, officiating.
Burial was at Lauderdale memorial Park. Ben is survived by his wife of 28 years, Rena (Gnostopoulou) Conley,
and their five children: Doug, Jonathan, Brian, Lara, and Ryan Conley. 

Walter G. Hartley

Central Maine District Superintendent and pastor of several Maine churches, Walter
was born on October 30 1919 in Barnesville, Ohio to Silas H. and Elizabeth J. Hartley.
Walter graduated from Olney Friends School, Barnesville, in 1938, and married
Kathryn Barker the following December. In his early years he was a dairy herdsman
in Whitford, PA. In 1955 the Hartleys moved to Maine, where he earned a B.S. degree
at the University of Maine, Farmington, and an. M.Div. at Bangor Theological
Seminary in 1960. That same year Walter was ordained deacon by Bishop John Wesley
Lord in Skowhegan. Two years later he was ordained elder by Bishop James K.
Matthews in South Portland. 

Walter’s pastorates in the former Maine Annual Conference included churches in Danforth, Winterport,
Solon, Madison, Fairfield, Fairfield Center, Boothbay Harbor, Rockland, and Brunswick. During the Brunswick
years, land on Church Road was acquired for the present Methodist Church.  Dedicated to programs of hunger
relief, Walter helped establish the Brunswick Soup Kitchen and food pantry in 1983,  remaining active there until
2003. He also volunteered for the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program and the Tedford Shelter.

In 1975 Walter was appointed Central Maine District Superintendent, serving until 1981.
He also served as Maine Annual Conference Secretary, participated in Town and Country programs, attend-

ed conferences at Painted Post, NY, and worked on behalf of the Salem Economic Ministry. Following his retire-
ment in 1984, he served as associate pastor at Orr’s Bailey Island and Bath. In addition, he shared his carpentry
skills at Camp Mechuwana, painting and making chairs and picnic tables. He also served in several volunteer
capacities for the Town of Topsham. He was a natural handyman and had a small motor repair business. .
Throughout his life, Walter remained humble, faithful in service, and compassionate toward the downtrodden.

After a long battle with dementia, Walter died at home on August 30, 2008. A memorial service was held at
Brunswick UMC on September 5, with the Revs. Jeffrey Hunt, James Wood, David Glusker, and Edward Poitras
officiating. Walter is survived by his wife of 23 years, Betty Hall (Dimond) Hartley of Topsham,  two stepdaugh-
ters, Jennifer Dimond of Portland and Beth Dimond of Winthrop, a son Steven Hartley and his wife Kathleen of
Skowhegan, three daughters, Marie Barnett and his husband Joseph, and Mary Helen Barnett and her husband
James of West Chester, PA, and Cynthia Harris and her husband Peter of Longmeadow, MA, 11 grandchildren,
several great-grandchildren, and nieces and nephews. 

James A. Nash

A noted writer, theologian, and environmentalist, Jim was born on March 26, 1938 in
Pittsburgh, PA to Norman and Elizabeth (Barker) Nash. He was a proud son and
grandson of Homestead and Duquesne steelworkers, and himself worked in the mills
for some years. In 1960 he married Mildred Leonard and graduated magna cum laude
with a B.A. degree from Grove City College in Pennsylvania. The Nashes then moved
to Boston where he earned an STB magna cum laude in 1963 at Boston University
School of Theology,  He also studied ethics and politics at the London School of
Economics, 1963–64. During his tenure as a Rockefeller Doctoral Fellow (1965–67) he
received a PhD in social ethics from Boston University in 1967. 
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That year, Jim began work for the Massachusetts Council of Churches (1967–88) where he was first Associate
Director of Strategy and Action, and then Executive Director. He advocated social education and action, ecumeni-
cal and interfaith dialogues  including Christians & Jews and Liberals & Evangelicals. His initiatives to advance
Christian unity included chairing the 1981 National Workshop on Christian Unity.  Among his many committee
positions, Governor Sargent appointed him to the Commission to Study Public Aid to Non-public Schools, and
Governor Dukakis appointed him to the Mass. Welfare Advisory Board. On September 27, 1987 the “Boston
Herald Sunday Magazine” named him one of “the 100 most powerful men and women in Boston.”

Following his years with the Council, Jim served for ten years as Executive Director of the Churches’ Center
for Theology and Public Policy, Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, DC. There he also taught social and
ecological ethics and edited the journal “Theology and Public Policy”, a “most meticulous writer,” according to his
wife. Jim was the author of “Loving Nature”: “Ecological Integrity and Christian Responsibility “(1991), a celebrat-
ed text in Christian ecological ethics. He was also an associate editor for The Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature
and an editorial board member of the Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics. He was working on The
Subversive Virtue: Frugality as Social and Ecological Imperative at the time of his death. Continuing his teaching,
Jim taught social, ecological and political ethics and theologies of dialogue at Boston University from 1999 to
2004. Since 1999, he was also Advisor for Social and Ecological Ethics for Millian-Byers Associates, Washington
DC.

Jim’s extra-curricular activities were led by his passion for birding, “an aesthetic and religious experience for
him.” He and his wife Millie especially enjoyed birding at Big Bend, TX, Nome and Denali, AK, southeastern AZ,
and Plum Island, MA. As part of his support of the preservation of wildlife, he served on the Burlington
Conservation Commission.

After a battle with acute myeloid leukemia, Jim died on November 5, 2008. A memorial service was held in
Marsh Chapel, Boston University, on December 13, 2008. He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Mildred,  their
daughters, Noreen Nash of Cambridge, MA and Rebecca Nash of Gales Ferry, CT; granddaughter Haley Nash-
Thompson also of Gales Ferry; and a brother Norman of Adrian, MI

Donald E. Paige

A pastor for 46 years, Donald was born in Lynn, MA on September 29, 1916 to Walden
and Mabel (Boyer) Paige. He was valedictorian of the Class of 1934 at Lynn English
High School. He then attended Boston University, earning degrees in liberal arts, fol-
lowed by BU Graduate School and the School of Theology. 

In June 1938 he was ordained elder in the former New England Conference and
served churches in Massachusetts at Gleasondale, Clinton, Easthampton, Gardner,
Danvers, Malden, Revere, Sagamore, and Brockton, as well as Kingston, RI. He met
and married Louise Scott Cairns in 1941. During World War II, Don served as chap-
lain in the US Army Air Corps in Foggia, Italy. From 1952 to 1955 he was the

Protestant Chaplain at the former Gardner State Hospital, and chaplain of the Malden Fire Department from 1970
to 1980. He was also a 32nd. Degree Mason and enjoyed traveling and reading.

He was awarded the Golden Cane by the New England Conference as the pastor with the most years of serv-
ice. After retirement in 1987, he continued to serve at his home church and others in various capacities  During
these years Don reconnected with a former neighbor, Crystle Moorehead, who had asked him to officiate at her
first wedding. They celebrated finding one another in their “later years.” 

After a period of failing health, Don died on July 20, 2008 in Danvers. His funeral was held on July 25 at the
Church of St. Alban, Lynn. Burial was at Woodlawn Cemetery, Clinton, MA. Don is survived by two daughters:
Donna Thayer and her husband Alan of East Bridgewater, and Janet Jones and her husband Paul of Humble, TX,
two sons: Robert Paige of Humble, TX and Jerome Paige and his wife Janet of Danvers; 12 grand- children, and
16 great-grandchildren.  Don was predeceased by his first wife of 56 years, Louise Scott (Cairns) Paige, in 1997,
and his second wife of 9 years, Crystle (Moorehead) Paige who died only four days before him.



John H. Pressey

Pastor and world traveler, John was born on January 6, 1919 in Salem, MA to Carrie
K. (Blake) and Charles H. Pressey. After graduating from the Salem schools he earned
degrees at Gordon College, Wenham, MA and Boston University School of Theology.
He married Marjorie Nickerson in 1942, and then served in the US Army the next
year.

John served churches in the former Maine Conference in Sherman Station,
Skowhegan, and St. Johnsville. He then was appointed in the former New England
Conference and Southern New England Conference to Saugus, East Saugus and
Ipswich, Glendale and Grace Church in Everett, First Church in Lynn, the churches in
Maynard and Beverly, and finally Lafayette St. and Wesley churches in Salem.  Continuing active ministry after
“retirement” in 1982, he became associate minister at First Congregational Church in Hamilton for seven years.
He then served as Minster to the Elderly of the First Congregational Church in Boxford, followed by a co-pas-
torate of Linebrook Church in Ipswich. 

John and his wife Marge led tour groups to Great Britain, Europe, Hawaii, and the Caribbean. He also served
as chaplain on cruise ships of the Holland American and Princess Cruise Lines.  John loved his church, his fam-
ily, and his Boston Terrier “Lily.”

John died of congestive heart failure on August 8, 2008. A “Celebration of Life” Memorial Service was held on
August 12 at First UMC, Hamilton, with the Revs. Larry Schelland Michael Williams presiding. Burial was in
Ipswich. John is survived by a son Duane Pressey of Ipswich; five daughters: Carrilee Gerniglia and her husband
Joseph of Salem; Laurie Shea and her husband Downey of Eliot, ME, Rachel Kilgour and her husband John of
Ipswich, Deborah Viggiano and her husband Michael of South Hamilton, and Jaye Viggiano and her husband
John of Pt. Pleasant, NJ; 17 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren; and “just like daughter” Denise Melanson of
Beverly. John was predeceased by his wife Marjorie (Nickerson) Pressey, a brother Raymond and a daughter-in-
law Muriel Pressey, both formerly of Marblehead.

M. Lawrence Snow
Writer, compassionate pastor, and community activist for 53 years, Larry was born

on October 31, 1931 in Poultney, VT. To Lila and H. Lawrence Snow, who came from
Yorkshire, England in 1928. Larry’s grandfather, father, and brother were all Methodist
preachers. After graduating from Lake Placid high School, he earned a B.A. magna
cum laude at Drew University in 1953, and an M.Div. magna cum laude at Drew
Theological School in 1956. That year he was awarded the Ezra S. Tipple Traveling
Fellowship. Meanwhile, he was ordained deacon (1954) and elder (1956) in the Troy
Conference, becoming a full member of the New York East Conference in 1957.

During the next three years Larry studied at the Ecumenical Institute of the World
Council of Churches in Bossey, Switzerland, doctoral and linguistic studies at Oriel
College, Oxford University, England, and doctoral studies in ethics at Yale. He completed his PhD at Columbia
University in 1969, followed by post-doctoral research 

at Trinity College, Cambridge University, England.
His ministry began in 1955 with a 3-year student pastorate at Darien (CT) UMC. He then became Senior

Pastor at First UMC, Greenwich, CT (1959–69), Community UMC, Poughkeepsie, NY (1969-80), First UMC,
Stamford, CT (1980–90), and Simsbury (CT) UMC (1990–2002)  He then spent a year as assistant pastor for at
First Congregational Church, Chatham, MA, followed by 6 years (2003-9) as pastor at Wellfleet (MA) UMC.

In addition for church pastorates, Larry supervised pastoral counseling students, coordinated refugee reset-
tlement in New York and Connecticut, taught Methodist history, doctrine and polity, served as a hospice pastoral
care coordinator, was a reader of New Testament Greek as well as French and German, and interviewed candi-
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dates for ordained ministry at all levels. He served on the New York Conference Board of Ordained Ministry for
eight quadrennial, chairing the Board from 1972 to 1976.

A prolific writer, he was student editor of the Drew Gateway and the liturgical journal, Work/Worship. His
publications included several articles, book reviews, and sermons on liturgics and pastoral care,. He wrote “A
Guide for Spiritual Directors” and “Liturgy of the Eucharist” for Tres Dias , Chapter IV of “The Companion to the
Book of Services,” and Chapter 8 of “The Worship Resources of the United Methodist Church.”  He was also chief
writer of “A Service of Christian Marriage” in the 1989 UM Hymnal and the 1992 UM Book of Worship.

Involved in many community projects, Larry encouraged the start of Korean and Hispanic congregations at
First UMC, Stamford, CT., founded the Poughkeepsie Counseling Center in 1969, helped build elderly housing in
Stamford, was staff member of hospices in Stamford and Simsbury,. served as president of the Fairfield County
Council of Churches & Synagogues, and as a director of several important community service organizations. The
Snows retired to their summer home on Cape Cod in 2002. According to his wife Ellie, whom he married in 1957.
Larry was a “voracious reader and enjoyed small group Bible discussions for clergy and laity. He carried the Bible
in one hand, and the New York Times in the other.” 

After a long and varied ministry, Larry died on March 5, 2009 at Cape Cod Hospital. His memorial service
was held on March 13 at Wellfleet UMC, followed by a memorial service at Simsbury UMC later this spring. Larry
is survived by his wife, Eleanor C. Snow of Brewster; five children: Katrina of Queensbury, NY, Chris and his wife
Cathy of Fort Myers, FL, Karen Householter and her husband David of Manhattan Beach, CA, Stephen and his
wife Kathleen of Hingham, and Peter and his wife Christine of Newport News, VA; a brother Keith and his wife
Janet of Turnwater, WA; 14 grandchildren, and 5 nieces and nephews. 

Gilbert Y. Taverner

A eminent writer, teacher, preacher, historian, and musician, Gilbert was born on June
30, 1920 in Ashland, ME to Harold Godwin and Isabel (Young) Taverner, natives of
Newfoundland. Gilbert grew up in Augusta and graduated from Cony High School.
He then earned a B.A. in philosophy at Colby College in 1948, the year he was
ordained deacon. He received elder’s orders in 1950 and completed his M.Div cum
laude in 1952 at Boston University School of Theology. He was later awarded an hon-
orary Doctor of Divinity degree at Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa, in 1976, cited for
his ”guidance, inspiration and friendship” to students, colleagues, and parishioners. 

Gilbert’s ministry began in North and East Vassalboro, ME in 1944, followed by
pastorates in Hyde Park, Boston (1948–53), Mittineague, West Springfield (1954–57),

St. Mark’s, Brookline (1958–63), and Parkway, Milton (1964–67). He then became Dean of the Chapel,
Chaplain, and Professor of Religion at Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa (1968–72). He was an exemplary preach-
er, using no notes or manuscripts, as well as a writer of contemporary hymn texts. During these years Gilbert
counseled with many who struggled over the issues involved in the Vietnam war. In 1973 he returned to New
England to serve the Aquidneck Island Parish (Calvary, Middletown, RI) until 1982.

Retiring from parish ministry in 1982, Gilbert became Associate Chaplain, teacher of religion, school histori-
an, and archivist at St. George’s School , Newport, RI (1981–2002). He wrote the school’s official history, which
was published in three editions in 1987, 1991, and 1996. Subsequently, the Gilbert Y. Taverner Archives was estab-
lished in new state-of-the-art surroundings. In 2003 the Harvard Graduate School of Education honored him in
their “Honor A Teacher Initiative.” A former student described him as “an exemplary teacher” with “wisdom,
empathy, gentleness, and a strong sense of purpose,” teaching “not just the specific lessons but about how to
approach life as well.”

In addition to his varied professional career, Gilbert served two terms as President of the former New England
Conference Board of Education in the 1960’s. He was also member of several boards for the YMCA, the Red
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Cross. and the New England Deaconess Home, Concord, MA where he and his wife Bette lived from 1988 to 2009.
For 20 years he was Dean of Sr. High Institutes and a young adult leader at Rolling Ridge Conference Center,
North Andover, MA. He was also an accomplished pianist and organist.

After a long period of ill health, Gilbert died on April 22, 2009. A memorial service was held on May 8 at
Duvall Chapel at New England Deaconess Home, Concord, MA, with the Revs. Herbert Taylor, Twila Broadway,
T. Landon Lindsay, and Richard

Harding officiating. Burial was at Mt. Hope Cemetery, Bangor, ME. Gilbert is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Elizabeth “Bette” Barker (Kilpatrick) Taverner;  a step- daughter, Nancy (Kilpatrick) Adelman and her husband
Clifford of Kensington, MD; two grandsons, Jonathan of Tacoma Park, MD and Nicholas, his wife Aliina, and twin
great-granddaughters, Lucy and Marigny, of Minneapolis, MN; a sister-in-law, Olive Taverner of Hallowell, ME;
and two nephews. Gilbert was predeceased by his brother Donald V. Taverner of Augusta, ME. 

LOCAL PASTORS

Courtney Dale Hupp

A man of several careers, most recently as local pastor in both Baptist and Methodist
churches, Dale was born on September 14, 1929 in Oakland, CA to Roscoe Eli and
Laura Irene (Hulbert) Hupp. After graduating from Fresno High School in 1946, he
joined the Coast Guard for three years, from which he was discharged in 1949 as Petty
Officer 1st. Class. Meanwhile, he met and married Beatrice Jane Beal in June 1948.
Over the next ten years, they had four children: Daniel, Brenda, Timothy and Judith. 

The Hupps moved to New England, and Dale attended Maine Vocational
Technical Institute, becoming certified in 1952 by the State of Maine in Industrial
Electricity. In 1973 he earned a BS at the University of Southern Maine in Education,
Trade and Industry. A Master’s degree in Industrial Education followed in 1976.

His professional career began as a marine electrician at Bath Iron Works in 1953.  From 1957 to 1964, he
worked for New England Telephone & Telegraph Company as installer-repairman, lineman, and Head Lineman.
Becoming an instructor,. Dale taught industrial electricity at CMVTI, Auburn, ME, from 1964 to 1988. He also
taught industrial arts at Morse High School, Bath, ME in 1967–68. 

Meanwhile, Dale began to feel the hand of God on his life. After his “born-again” experience in 1962 at First
Baptist Church, Woolwich, ME,. he entered the Bible Memory Association Scripture Memorization Program. Dale
then felt called to preach and was licensed in November 1967. In 1970 he began the R. B. Thieme Bible Doctrine
Studies which continued for years. In 1972 he took Master’s level New Testament Greek grammar and Hebrew
courses at Moody Bible Institute. 

Beginning in 1970, Dale was called to several pastorates: 2nd. Baptist Church, Five Islands, ME (1970–87),
First Baptist Church, Georgetown, ME (1970–87), Farmington Falls Union Baptist Church (1987–2003), church-
es in Lisbon, Portland, Isleboro, and Grosstown, ME; Pinewood Terrace Assisted Living Center, Farmington, ME
(1996–2003), and Oceanview Nursing Home, Lubec, ME (2004–2008). When the West Lubec UMC needed a pas-
tor, Dale was enthusiastically invited by the members. He soon was officially appointed and installed by the Rev.
Marcelle Dotson, D.S. in November 2004 and served that church until his death in 2008. 

Dale was also a craftsman, project leader for VBS and summer camps, and builder of several houses. He was
a avid sportsman, singer, camper and traveler, as well as friend and advocate for the elderly.

In November 2008, Dale succumbed to mesothelioma. His funeral was held on November 23 at the West
Lubec UMC, with the members participating and military honors. Burial was in Trescott, ME. Dale is survived by
daughters Brenda and Judith Hupp of Trescott.
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SPOUSES

James H. Abbott, Jr.

A public school teacher and principal for over 30 years, as well as an active layperson
in both local churches and the Conference, Jim was born on December 8, 1936 in
Jamaica Plain, MA to Christine (Reed) and James H. Abbott Sr. After graduating from
Orono (ME) High School in 1955, he earned an associate’s degree at Martin Methodist
College, Pulaski, TN, in 1957, followed by a. B.A. at Hamline University, St. Paul, MN
in1959. That same year he married Beverly Gardner. He then earned a Master’s
Degree in Education at the University of Maine, Gorham, in 1965. 

Jim’s career in education began as a teacher in Ellsworth, Richmond, and
Phippsburg, Maine, and later principal of the elementary schools in Richmond and

Phippsburg. He taught mostly junior high school students, as well as 4th Grade. He also coached boys’ basketball
while at Phippsburg. His interest in youth activities extended to include many years at Camp Mechuwana,
Winthrop, ME, where he was a camper, counselor, and director (1969–71). He was also active with the State
Methodist Youth Council as member and president. Among his many endearing qualities with young people were
his ability to listen, hear their concerns, and thoroughly enjoy their company.

For many years Jim provided leadership and energy in several local churches as lay leader and trustee. At the
Conference level, he was a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry in the former Maine Conference. From
the time of his retirement in 1991 until his death, he served on the Board of Directors of the United Methodist
Economic Ministry in Salem, ME,  Keenly interested in history and genealogy, Jim helped support Maine
Maritime Museum in Bath and Old Fort Western in Augusta, where he was an interpreter, often in costume. In
addition, he was an avid rabbit fancier in raising, showing, and judging. The National Rabbit Breeders Association
recognized him as a registrar and judge. He also enjoyed gardening and collecting base-:  ball cards, Dept. 56 vil-
lages, and electric trains.

Jim died of Steven’s Johnson Syndrome on July 11, 2008 . A memorial service was held at Belfast UMC, Belfast,
ME on July 15, with the Rev. Beverly Stenmark, District Superintendent, and the Rev. Dr. Thomas Blackstone offi-
ciating. Burial was in Riverside Cemetery, Orono, ME. Jim is survived by his wife, Beverly J. Abbott, Diaconal
Minister, of East Winthrop, a son, the Rev. Dr. David J. Abbott, and his wife Lisa of Belfast,  two daughters, Sheila
Abbott Wells and her husband Glen, and Kimberly Abbott Helton and her husband Tommy, all of Pulaski; TN;
two sisters, Linda Abbott Candage and her husband Harvard of Maine and Florida, and Sharon Abbott Garcia and
her husband John of Alamo, CA; and four grandchildren and several nieces and nephews; . 

Sanford Berlin

Honored as “one of high fidelity’s most accomplished and most successful managers,”
Sandy was born on April 10, 1927 in Norfolk, VA to Belle Belrin and Allen Cohen.

He graduated from Maury High School, Norfolk, and joined the Navy in World War
II.

Beginning with leadership of Harmon Kardon and JBL, most of his professional
life was spent running companies which manufactured audio equipment. He became
Executive Vice President of Harmon International and Chairman of Tannoy in
London.  Later he acquired Mark Levenson Company, formed Madrigal Audio
Laboratories, and sold it to Harmon International. He then formed and ran Revel

Corp, a leader in high-end hi-fi. 
Sandy was always interested in politics and social justice. In 1976 he entered a visiting fellowship program at

Yale University’s Institution for Social and Policy Studies in New Haven, CT. After his retirement in 1999, he
became active in community affairs in Santa Monica, CA as reading tutor at Will Rogers Elementary School, as a
director of Pico Youth and Family Center, and as a member of the YMCA program committee. He was instru-
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mental in helping form a Lifelong Learning Community in Santa Monica. Sandy was also an avid reader and
enjoyed music and theater. According to his wife, “he had a strong love of life, a good sense of humor, and was a
good story teller.

After a two-year battle with lymphoma, Sandy dies at home on March 11, 2008. His memorial service was held
on March 16 t the Church in Ocean Park, Santa Monica, CA. with the Rev. Janet McKeithen officiating. He is sur-
vived by his wife, the Rev. Joanne Whitcomb Berlin,  a daughter Nancy Berlin of Los Angeles, a son Paul Berlin of
Hartford, CT, and two granddaughters Julia and Kate.

William E. Bickford

Accountant, mechanic, and partner in ministry, Bill was born on November 20, 1924
in Nashua, NH to Blanche (Nutting) and Jason F. Bickford. After graduating from
Dublin School, Dublin, NH, in 1943, he worked in the Nashua offices of TD Whitney
& Co. and later in the family business, Nutting’s Music Store. In 1949 he enlisted in the
US Army and was stationed first in Japan and later in Korea with the US Army Corps
of Engineers, attaining the rank of Sgt. After discharge, Bill earned an Associate’s
Degree in Business Administration at Burdett College in 1954. He then spent 34 years
with International Harvest Company, Truck Division, in Somerville and Medford,
MA, retiring in 1989 after 34 years of service.

In 1960, he met his wife, Margaret, at a young adult church group in Boston, and they were married in October
1963. When Margaret was ordained in 1981, Bill became a partner and supporter of her ministry in Methuen, MA
and Paducah, KY, They returned to New Hampshire in 1993 to pastorates in Pittsburg, NH & Canaan, VT,
Plymouth, Ashland and Thornton, NH, and finally in Milan, NH. At their various local churches, Bill served as
trustee and Head Usher. He was a lay member of both the former New Hampshire Conference and the present
New England Conference during all of Margaret’s pastorates, and served on the Conference Commission on
Archives and History.

From 1970 on, Bill was a skilled small motor mechanic, running his own repair business.  
For several years, he went to factory school and frequently took adult education courses in mechanics and

related sciences. Bill also was an avid CB and sideband radio operator as part of the all-volunteer Southern New
Hampshire Motorist Aid Team, which patrolled I-93 from NH Exit 1 to Exit 5 on weekend evenings during the
1980’s. He later became a “glass gardener” with over one hundred varied house plants which he lovingly cared for
and shared. 

Bill died at home on August 18, 2008 of complications after a stroke. His funeral was held at Ashland (NH)
UMC on August 21, 2008, with Pastor Mark Lamprey presiding. Burial was at Edgewood Cemetery, Nashua, NH.
Besides his wife of 45 years, the Rev. Margaret, W. Bickford, he is survived by a son, William Ralph Bickford and
his wife Pamela; a daughter Virginia Musumeci and her husband Joseph Jr.; all of Salem, NH; a grandson Joseph
Musumeci III and his wife Sarah of Manchester, NH; three grandchildren; two great-grandchildren;  a sister,
Sylvia Webster and her husband Bill of Sanbornton, NH, a brother, Robert Bickford and his wife Cynthia of
Nashua, NH, and nieces and nephews. 

Marjorie D. Chamberlain

A specialist in early childhood education who “made a difference wherever she lived,”
Marjorie was born on February 10, 1924 in Norwalk, CT to Irving R. and Anne
(Maude) Brown Dikeman. After graduating from Norwalk High School in 1941, she
went on to finish her professional training at Paine Hall Secretarial School, New York
City, in 1943. She later completed additional studies at the University of Maine in
1971.

Her many years in education included certification by the United Methodist
Church as a nursery/kindergarten teacher. She was co-founder of Wonder Awhile
Nursery School atWinthrop (ME) UMC, and founder of Toy Library at Rockland
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(ME) UMC. In public schools she developed the initial program for elementary learning-disabled children in
Mars Hill, ME. These accomplishments were concurrent with her partnership in ministry with her husband, the
Rev. William A. Chamberlain, whom she married in 1944. They served churches in the former Maine Annual
Conference at York-Ogunquit, So. Portland, Rockland, Caribou, and the Southern Maine District.  She was also a
member of the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry from 1976 to 1980. 

Marjorie was also a skilled genealogist. As a researcher, she published three volumes of Dikeman and Betts
family history. In 1988 she received the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society award for best family
history.

After a long illness, Marjorie died on May 19, 2009. in Tustin, CA. A Memorial Service was held at home on
May 30, with Dr. Gary Chamberlain presiding. Burial was at Riverside Cemetery in Norwalk, CT. She is survived
by her husband, the Rev. William A. Chamberlain, two sons, Gary A. and John L., and a daughter Pamela Haynes. 

Mary S. Dartnell

Remembered for her “thoughtfulness, generosity, and love and concern for all,” Mary
was born on April 14, 1920 in Bangor, ME, to James P. and Carolyn E. (Goode) Stewart.

After graduating from Bangor High School in 1938, she then completed studies at
House in the Pines College, Norton, MA, where she and a classmate were awarded the
Spirit Cup, the highest award given to a student. While there she was president of the
Christian Association and a permanent member of the student council. 

Mary was employed at Rutgers University in the office of Dr. William Spier,
Director of Student Life, in the rehabilitation of young men returning to Rutgers from
World War II.

She also worked at Dana Hall School, Wellesley, MA and as a teacher at the Children’s Opportunity Center for
the mentally challenged in Brewer. When Mary married the Rev. E. Charles Dartnell she became his partner in
ministry during his several pastorates. They were named honorary members of the blue Hill Congregational
Church. Mary helped, supported and encouraged many individuals and organizations. She especially enjoyed the
outdoors, the seacoast, mountains, and all creation.

Mary died in Bangor on July 27, 2008.  A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on July 30 at St. John’s
Catholic Church, Bangor, with the Rev. Timothy J. Nadeau, officiating. Burial was at Mt. Hope Cemetery, Bangor.
Mary is survived by her step-daughter Sylvia Hadge and her husband Mitchell and family of Connecticut; a niece,
Julie Tribou and her husband John, and three cousins. Mary was predeceased by her parents, her husband Charles
and infant brother Donald. . 

Helen L. Laraba

An elementary school teacher and partner in ministry with the later Rev. Forest W.
Laraba, Helen was born on April 2, 1918 in Manchester, NH to Joseph and Veronica
(Ermalavich) Laucka.  After graduating from Central High School in 1936, Helen
completed two of three years at Keene State Teachers College. She put her education
on hold when she married Forest Laraba in 1939, to became a homemaker and moth-
er to their children. 

Helen returned to Keene State to complete her degree in 1972. She taught in ele-
mentary school in Manchester for 16 years, principally at Smythe Road School. She
became a member of the Manchester and New Hampshire Retired Teachers

Association. She later became partner in ministry with her husband at Suncook and Goffstown (now Hillsboro)
UMCs. After his retirement, Helen was active at First UMC, Manchester, as a member of the United Methodist
Women, the Knit and Sew Organization, the Women of Today, and the 3-in-1 group At Camp Waunakee she was
served as a counselor and director, providing many scholarships for youth from her church.  A well-known host-
ess, Helen enjoyed gardening and supporting her church and her family. She and Forest traveled extensively, vis-
iting family and friends, and enjoyed their winter home in Edgewater, FL. 
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Helen died suddenly on July 31, 2008 at home. A memorial service was held on August 6 at First UMC,
Manchester, with the Rev. We Hyun Chang officiating. Burial was at Pine Grove Cemetery. Helen is survived by a
daughter, Roberta L. brown, and her husband Linfield of Medford, MA,  a son, David F. Laraba and his wife Jane
of Beckley, WV, four grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and seven nieces and nephews. Helen was prede-
ceased by her husband of 67 years, the Rev. Forest Laraba, in 2007.

Josephine M. Lavely
A member of a distinguished Methodist family, Jo was born on February 10, 1919

in St. Albans, VT  to Lillian (Newhouse) and the Rev. John Benjamin Magee, who was
president of Cornell College in Iowa. Jo’s uncle was Bishop Junius Ralph Magee; her
father-in-law was the Rev. Horace Thomas Lavely, missionary to China; her grandfa-
ther-in-law was the Rev. John L. Hillman, president of Simpson College, Iowa.

After graduating from Broadway High School, Seattle, WA, Jo studied at the
University of Washington and later earned a B.A. degree at Cornell College, Iowa in
1940. She then earned her Masters in Religious Education at Boston University School
of Theology in 1941. During those years, she met and married John Hillman Lavely
in 1941, in a ceremony officiated by both fathers. 

Jo became partner in ministry with John at churches in Framingham, MA, Ligonier, PA, and Medford, MA.
When John became professor of philosophy at Boston University, Jo

became Director of Religious Education at First Congregational Church, Newton Centre, MA. In 1960 she
earned her teaching certificate at Harvard University and taught at Day and Bigelow Junior High Schools in
Newton, MA for 25 years. In 1963, a feature article in The Christian Science Monitor recognized her outstanding
career. During a sabbatical in 1969-70, she taught English as a second language in Kyoto, Japan. For the next 25
years she was the “sister” in Sister City to many Japanese whom she led along the Boston Freedom Trail.

In retirement at New Pond Village, Walpole, MA, Jo became chair of the Residents Association, and later their
regional delegate to the Massachusetts Life Care Residents’ Association. As a member of the United Parish of
Auburndale and later the United Church of Walpole, she was active in stewardship and was a constant advocate
for human and civil rights, world peace, and women’s rights. 

After years of failing health, Jo died at age 89 on August 24, 2008. A memorial service was held on September
20 at the United Church in Walpole. She is survived by her four children: Anthony Magee of Orlando, FL, John
Hillman Jr. of Malibu, Lisa of Dedham, MA, and Kim of London, England; six grandchildren, one great-grand-
daughter, and a sister Jane Cole Magee Pfeil of Wausau, Nebraska. Jo was predeceased by her husband, of 63 years,
the Rev. John Hillman, in 2004. 

Muriel R. Musk
Her life spanning the twentieth century, Muriel was born on February 27, 1908 in

Beck Row, Suffolk, England to Harriet (Curtis) and Richard Clements. She met and
married Victor Percy Musk in England in 1932. After they moved to the United States,
Victor graduated from Bangor Theological School. He and Muriel served many
churches in the former Maine Conference. She was always active in teaching Sunday
School, serving on various committees, reading and studying the bible, participating
in prayer groups, and playing the organ and the piano. 

For years the Musks enjoyed their cottage on Belgrade Lake near Augusta, ME
where Muriel was well known for her beautiful gardens. In her younger years she was
a tennis player; in later years, she enjoyed knitting and caring for her dogs and horses.

Muriel died of pneumonia on October 10m, 2008 at Maine General Medical Center in Augusta. Her funeral
was held at Knowlton & Hewins Funeral Home, Augusta, with the Rev. Dr. Peter Misner officiating. Burial was at
Forest Grove Cemetery, Augusta. She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Janet Musk, of Augusta, two grandsons:
Jeffrey H. Musk and his wife Misuk of West Pint, NY, and John H. Musk and his wife Charlotte of Westbrook, ME;
five great-grandchildren, and many relatives in England.  Muriel was predeceased in 1987 by her husband, the
Rev. Victor P. Musk, and by their son Gautrey John Musk in 2007.   . 
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Crystle M. Paige

A native of Dracut, MA, Crystle was born on April 20, 1918 to Gottfried and Crystle
J. (Bowers) Emberg. and grew up in Lynn. She graduated from Lynn English High
School

in 1936 and attended school for nursing and physical education. She was married
to Thomas Moorehouse for 49 years and later to the Rev. Donald Paige for 9 years. An
active member of Wesley UMC, Lynn, Crystle also enjoyed reading and painting.

After a brief illness, Crystle died on July 16, 2008. her funeral was held on July 19
at the Solimine, Landergan & Richardson Funeral Home, Lynn. Burial was at Lowell
Cemetery, Lowell, MA. She is survived by her daughter Diane Welch and her husband

Walter of Lynn, granddaughters Tracy Welch of Lynn and Michelle Oldham of Salem, and two great-grandchil-
dren. He second husband, the Rev. Donald Paige, died the day after her funeral.  

Warren A. Rehe

Well known as a senior manager with NAPA Auto Parts, Warren was born on April 23,
1936 in Columbus, Ohio to August and Fern (Hurst) Rehe. Warren’s father was an
Army Lt. Col. and was an aide to Gen Douglas MacArthur, so Warren lived in Japan
for several pre-teen years. After returning to the US, he graduated from Ohio State
University in 1959. The following year he married Sandra Louise Harris and they had
three children. 

In his career in upper management, mostly with NAPA Auto Parts, Warren and his
family moved four times in ten years between Ohio, Virginia, and finally
Massachusetts.

When Sandi began her ministry in 1988 he went wherever she served: Danvers, Wey- mouth, Williamstown,
and Weirs Beach.  As a partner in ministry with her, Warren was active in all the churches they served, usually as
a trustee or a member of the finance committee. He enjoyed choir singing, and as he was the only male voice at
Williamstown, he was called the “bass soloist.” He also enjoyed playing golf and collecting stamps. His communi-
ty work included being a voluntary auxiliary policeman in Columbus, Ohio, service on the Council on Aging in
Williamstown and Andover, as well as delivering Meals on Wheels. In Andover he learned every route and often
filled in for others in addition to his regular route.

Warren died suddenly of a heart attack on June 30, 2008  A memorial service was held at Weirs Beach UMC
on July 6, followed by another service at Ballardvale UMC, Andover, on July 12. .The Revs. Frank Gulinello and
Susan Morrison presided.  Warren is survived by his wife of 47 years, the Rev. Sandra L. Rehe, of Gilford; a son,
David M. Rehe, of Haverhill; a daughter, Kathleen S. Rehe, of Phoenix, AZ; a brother, Earle A. Rehe, of Westerville,
Ohio; a sister, Nancy Rehe, of LaPorte, Ohio; one nephew and one niece. Warren was predeceased by their daugh-
ter, Dana L. Rehe, in 1991. 

Mary E. Sabine
Remembered by her daughter as “a true Christian living individual,” Mary was born
on June 5, 1924 in Littleton , Maine to Edwin Burnham Lilley and Castine Camilla
(Tingley) Lilley. She grew up in Smyrna Mills, Maine and graduated from Oakfield
(ME) High School in 1941. She completed one year at Eastern Nazarene College,
Quincy, MA, but left 3 months later to marry the Rev. Ralph L. Sabine in September
1942. .Together they raised six children.

Ralph and Mary began ministry in the Reformed Baptist Church, continuing in
the Church of the Nazarene, and completing their last 22 years in the United
Methodist Church, New Hampshire Conference. They served churches in Monroe
and North Monroe, Pittsburg and Canaan, VT and Bloomfield, VT, Bethlehem and

Whitefield, and finally Exeter and East Kingston. Mary taught Sunday School, encouraged and believed in daily
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Bible reading, and was part of many church organizations. Even after Ralph’s retirement in 1980, they visited shut-
ins and elderly in hospitals and nursing homes for St. John’s UMC, Dover, NH, a ministry Mary continued after
Ralph’s death.

Mary was also quite musical. In her younger years, she sang duets with her future father-in-law, an later sang
in many choirs as well as playing the piano, For many summer

the Sabines enjoyed entertaining family and friends at their cottage at the Wesleyan Riverside Campground
near Presque Isle, ME. There they celebrated their 40th.and 60th Wedding anniversaries when they renewed their
vows. Mary also enjoyed jigsaw puzzles. 

On April 24, 2009, Mary died peacefully at her home in Somersworth, A memorial service was held on May
2 at St. John’s UMC, Dover, NH, with the Rev. Daniel Weaver officiating. Burial was in Woodstock, New
Brunswick, Canada. Mary is survived by two sons: Ralph and his wife Noreen of Lebanon, ME, and Stephen and
his wife Brenda of Newington, NH; four daughters: Mary-Elizabeth McKay and her husband Steven of Ellicott
City, MD, Lois McDivitt and her husband Bill of Mapleton, ME, Jacquelyn Timme and her husband Stephen of
Ellensburg, WA, and Carolyn Sabine of Somersworth; 13 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; a sister, Frances
Duron; a sister-in-law, Minnie Sabine; and many nieces and nephews. Mary was predeceased by her husband, the
Rev. Ralph Sabine in 2004, his brothers John and Ronald, and Ronald’s wife Lulia Sabine. 

Barbara C. Shirley
A former English teacher and partner in ministry with the Rev. Dr. Riley P. Shirley,

Barbara was born on July 25, 1024 in Louisville, KY to Mary (Ramsdell) and Frank H.
Gregg. Her father was the last Religious Work Secretary of the YMCA in the United
States, and President of the Louisville Council of Churches. Barbara graduated from
Kentucky Wesleyan College in 1945 with a B.A. in English and did her graduate work
in English at Emory University in Atlanta, GA. She was an English teacher at high
schools in Atlanta, GA, Westborough, MA, Cincinnati, Ohio, and Willimantic, CT.

After marriage in 1946 to Riley P. Shirley, Barbara shared in his ministry, as well
as editing his sermons, for more than 50 years in Kentucky, Georgia, Massachusetts,
Ohio, and Connecticut, being active in all church affairs. She also was a talented
actress, dramatic reader. She became a peace advocate and activist during the Vietnam War. She is remembered
by her daughter as “courageous” and “a ‘people person’” who “always thought of others before (her)self.” 

After a long battle with cancer, Barbara died at home on November 8, 2008. Her funeral was held on
November 13 at Church Hill UMC, Norwell, MA, with the Rev. Stacey Lanier officiating. Burial was at the VA
National Cemetery, Bourne, MA. Barbara is survived by her husband of 62 years, the Rev. Dr. Riley Shirley, of
Marshfield, MA; two sons: Stephen R. of Acton and Frank G. of Norwell; six grandchildren and one great-grand-
daughter.   

Sherleene F. Sissell

Musician, social worker, community activist, and partner in ministry with her hus-
band, the Rev. Dr. William Sissell, Sherleene was born on October 15, 1935 in Elkins,
WV to the Rev. Sherwood Funk, a Methodist minister, and Athleene (Edwards) Funk,
a school teacher. Sherleene grew up in Covington, KY and graduated from Holmes
High School. She then earned a music degree from DePaul University and studied at
Scaritt College, Drew University. She also earned an Associate-at-Law degree from the
University of Massachusetts, and a Masters in Human Services degree from New
Hampshire College.

A gifted musician, Sherleene sang with the Cincinnati Summer Opera, toured
with a theater company as actor and musical director of Christ an the Concrete City Thereafter she was organist,
musical director, and soloist in Durham, NC, the Boston area, Fall River, and Cape Cod. For several years she was
on the faculty of the Cape Cod Conservatory of Music, and later ran a private voice and piano studio.
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Always politically active and supportive of children and youth, ,Sherleene and her husband worked with stu-
dent civil rights demonstrations in Durham. After moving to Chatham she became a member of the School
Committee in 1971, serving for twelve years, including nine years as chair. She was also an investigator for Child
in Need of Services and Child Protection cases. As case worker and Supervisor of Intake at the Cape Cod office
of the Mass. Dept. of Social Services, she was highly regarded by the Barnstable County District Attorney’s Office,
Sheriff ’s Department, and local police for her knowledge of juvenile law and procedures. She developed a child
advocacy and protective agency which came to be known as The Children’s Cove, where she also served on their
Board of Advisors. This agency, along with her School Committee leadership, were among her proudest achieve-
ments.

Sherleene died on October 4, 2008 at her home after a brief illness. A Memorial Concert And Service of
Celebration was held on November 8 at First UMC, Chatham MA, with the Rev. Brian McQuirk and the Rev. Dr.
Clinton Parker officiating. 

Kathryn C. Smith

Genealogist and partner in ministry with her husband, the late Rev. H. Travis Smith,
Kathryn was born on April 7, 1918 in East Brooksville, ME to Anna Mae (Westcott)
and John Carson. After their marriage in 1941, Travis and Kathryn served churches in
the former Maine Conference at Mattawamkeag, Prospect Harbor, Norway, South
Portland, Portland (People’s), Presque Isle (Clark Memorial), Auburn, Orono,
Waterville, and Waterford, as well as the Southern Maine District (1965-71). After his
retirement in 1981, the Smiths moved to their “Saturday farm” in Otisfield.

Kathryn died on December 30, 2008. She is survived by a son, Edison T. Smith of
Stratham, NH. She was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. H. Travis Smith, in 1994.

Phyllis A. Snook

Phyllis is lovingly remembered by her children as “the consummate mother:” kind,
caring, and encouraging, especially of her family. She was born on July 3, 1916 in
Everett, MA to Edna (Kelly) and Joseph Maxcy.  After graduating in 1934 from Everett
High School, she met and married John Snook Jr. in 1937. While raising two children
she supported his leaving the accounting field to enter the ministry. During the fol-
lowing years they had two more children.  As a devoted and skillful partner in min-
istry, she and John served churches in Marblehead, Winchester, Reading, and
Maynard, MA, where Phyllis was active with the women’s groups. They were a team
who touched many folks with their loving spirit. 

Her many homemaking talents were generously shared with family and friends. She also loved to catch
stripers at their camp in Scarborough, ME. She put up an unbeatable challenge in many Scrabble games.

Phyllis died on October 24, 2008 at Rivercrest Long Term Care Facility in Concord, MA. A memorial service
and collation was held on November 8 at Duval Chapel at Deaconess Abundant Life Communities, Concord, with
the Revs. Herbert Taylor and Robert Sweet officiating. Burial beside her husband was at Glenwood Cemetery,
Everett, MA. Phyllis is survived by a son, John Wesley Snook and his wife Gail of Enfield, CT; three daughters:
Jacqueline Brook and her husband Richard of Boothbay, ME, Jane Crosby and her friend Ruth Whitcomb of
Palmyra, NY, and Jo Ellen Fay and her husband Darren “Hap” Fay of Newburyport, MA;  ten grandchildren and
fourteen great-grandchildren. Phyllis was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. John Snook Jr., who died in 1992.
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B. Val Jean Soper
Nurse, teacher, community activist, and partner in ministry with her late husband,

the Rev. Harry Soper, Jr., Val Jean was born on October 12, 1928 in Wauneta, Nebraska
to Laura (Fanning) and Walter Wheeler. She graduated from the Nebraska School of
Nursing in 1951 as a registered nurse. She then earned a Masters Degree in Education
at Bridgewater State College, where she taught health education for eighteen years. She
taught health in the Chelsea Public Schools, and was a long-standing member of the
Massachusetts Nursing Association. 

Val Jean married the Rev. Harry Soper Jr. in 1951 and joined his ministry in the
Nebraska Conference. They relocated to the New England Southern Conference in
1957 and served in Vineyard Haven, South Somerset, Middleboro, Stoughton (First
UMC), Medford (Wesley UMC), Lynn (Wesley UMC), and Quincy (Community UMC) until retirement in 1995.
Val Jean was active in the United Methodist Women’s groups in all the churches they served.  Her community
work included Habitat for Humanity, Walk for Hunger on Good Friday, Preachers Aid Society, and many other
groups.

Val Jean died of heart problems and stroke on October 26, 2008. Her funeral was held at Wesley UMC,
Falmouth, MA on October 30, with the Revs. Janet Smith-Rushton and Richard Whitefleet-Smith officiating.
Burial was at Agawam Cemetery, Wareham, MA. Val Jean is survived by four sons; Richard B. Soper of Lynn,
David W. and his wife Elizabeth of Tyngsboro,. Walter H. and his wife Elizabeth of South Natick, and John C. and
his wife Jarnie of Ware; a daughter Ruth Soper and her companion Arthur Crocker of Needham;  a grandchild
Liam; a sister, Dr. Carol Wheeler, MD of CO; and many nieces and nephews. Val Jean was predeceased by her hus-
band, the Rev. Harry Soper Jr. in 2008 and siblings Keith, Francis, Donald, Opal, Velma, Marvel, and LaDene. .

Gladys I. Uhlinger

Partner in ministry with her husband James, Gladys was born on February 5, 1910 in
Farwell, MI to Rose (Jerrett) and William M. Puncheon. Gladys’s father was a
Methodist minister and knife-long member of the Michigan Conference. He mother
was an accomplished artist and poet. Two of her brothers-in-law were also Methodist
ministers.

Gladys met her future husband, James Uhlinger, at Taylor University, IN, and they
were married in 1929. After she graduated from Western Michigan University  they
moved to southern Michigan while James attended Garrett Seminary, Evanston, IL.
They then served churches in Illinois, Iowa (notably St. John’s UMC, Davenport), and.
Wesley UMC, Worcester, MA. Dr. Uhlinger often said these were “their” churches (not “his”) in tribute to his wife’s
partnership in ministry there. Gladys was also active in community work including the Davenport (Iowa)
Women’s Club and the YMCA/YWCA. She was a delegate to the World Methodist Conference in London,
England. After his term as District Superintendent in the New England Conference, they retired to Florida. They
were active members of the Methodist Church in Clearwater for 30 years.

Gladys died on September 23, 2008 at Towsley Village, Chelsea Retirement Community in Michigan. A
Service of Remembrance was held nearby. Gladys is survived by two daughters: Barbara Jean Guenther Kuder of
Wimberley, TX, and Dr. Carolyn Ann Shantz of Ortonville, MI; five grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
She was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Dr. James Roland Uhlinger, A daughter, Susan James Uhlinger, and
sisters Florence M. Jerrett and Dorothy M. Manning. 
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Dorothy M. Warfield

Dorothy was born on July 17, 1938 in Hanover, NH to Cecelia (Mallack) and Joseph
Eli Labelle. She grew up on the family farm in western New Hampshire, but chose
nursing as a career. She graduated as an RN from Hanover Nursing School and
worked at the Alice Peek Day Memorial Hospital in Lebanon. She was also a staff
nurse at a local nursing home. 

After retiring from nursing she met and married the Rev. Homer Warfield on June
27, 1977. He was already retired from the pastorate, serving as pastor emeritus of
Lebanon UMC. During their retirement years, Dorothy became a strong advocate for
the handicapped. She also ran a daycare center at their home. She was a skilled gar-

dener, cook. baker, and overseer of small livestock including chickens and rabbits.
Dorothy died of heart complications on April 15, 2009. Her memorial service was held on April 25 at the

Lebanon UMC, the Rev. Virginia Fryer presiding. Burial was also in Lebanon. Dorothy is survived by s son Roland
of Milford, NH, and other family members. She was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Homer Warfield, in
2004.

M. Pauline Watson

Honored for her advocacy of the elderly by the NH State Council on Aging in 1983,
and cited for many years of faithful service by the United Methodist Women, Pauline
was born on November 27, 1910 in Lawrence, MA to Raymond M. and Lydia (Taylor)
Snow. She graduated fin 1928 from Lawrence High School and attended Cannon
Community College, Lawrence. Thereafter, she worked as a stenographer for J.W.
Bolton and Son Machine Shop. 

In May 1950 Pauline married the Rev. Frank T. Watson and shared his ministry.
She was active in Wesley UMC, Concord, NH, and in the Naomi Circle. She was also
a member of the YWCA Senior Water and Outing Club, a VISTA volunteer, and the

author of a pamphlet for new widows, “Becoming Whole Again.” Pauline was a regular attendee at the state legis-
lature, monitoring and lobbying for the elderly. Commenting on her work, she observed, “It keeps me alive, on my
toes, and makes a better person of me.”

Pauline died at age 97 on May 14, 2008 at Havenwood Heritage Heights Nursing Home, Concord. A memo-
rial service was held on May 18 at Wesley UMC. She is survived by three children: Anne Lynch of Wells, ME,
David McFarlane of Newburyport, MA, and Paul McFarlane of Portland, CT; six grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild, and many nieces and nephews  Pauline was predeceased by her hus-
band, the Rev. Frank T. Watson, a sister, Eleanor Fretwell, and two brothers, Milton and Russell Snow. 

Marion J. Wells

A librarian for many years, Marion was born on June 15, 1910 in Swanton, VT to the
Rev. Clarence Dexter Pierce and Nellie Adelia Chaffee Pierce. Marion earned a B.A. at
Wheaton College, Norton, MA in 1931 and later an M.S. in Library Science at
Syracuse University in 1960. She was Reference Librarian at the State University of
New York at Brookport until her retirement in 1976.

Marion married the Rev. Gordon Fisk Wells in 1932. Her partnership in ministry
with him ended unexpectedly when he died in 1934 at age 27. For most of her life, in
addition to her library science career, Marion maintained the family cottage in
Swanton for the Pierce and Wells families,. and kept extended family members in

touch with each other. She eventually moved to John Knox Village of Central Florida in 2000. She was a member
of the Methodist churches in Batavia and Brookport, NY. She had a life-long love of reading, and supported
numerous charities and liberal causes. 

Marion died of renal failure on June 8, 2008 at John Knox Village, FL. Her body was donated to the Anatomical
Board of the state of Florida. She is survived by her son, Wallace Pierce Wells, of Rochester Hills, MI, two grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. 

162



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




